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An ADDRESS from the Trus- 
tees of the Missionary Society 
of Connecticut, to the Minis- 
ters and Peofile of the State: 
and a Narrative on the subject 
of Missions for the year 1806. 
To whichare subjoineda State- 
ment of the Funds of the 
Society, and a List of Books 
sent to the New Settlements. 


N this their annual Report, 
on the subject of missions, 
the Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut would 
first of all call on the ministers 
and people of the State, to unite 
with them in an ascription of 
praise to him who is king in 
Sion, for his smiles upon the 
missionary cause in general ano- 
ther year; and for that measure 
of success with which he has 
been pleased to attend the efforts 
of the institution in this State. 
To advance the glory of God, 
inthe enlargement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, is an object 
which should call forth the most 
vigorous exertions. If there is 
joy in Heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, how ought the 
Von. VII. NO. 8. 





professed disciples of Christ on 
earth to be zealous and engaged, 
in spreading the knowledge of 
that name, through which alone 
there is salvation ! May this con- 
sideration animate all who have 
a regard for the divine glory and 
the salvation of immortal souls, 
to exert themselves to the ut- 
most; in promoting these ob- 
jects, and to be importunate in 
their addresses to the throne of 
grace, for those divine influences 
to accompany the efforts of Mis- 
sionary Societies, and the labors 
of missionaries, without which 
those efforts and jabors will be 
in vain! 

The Trustees now invite the 
attention of the public to the fol- 
lowing information received from 
their missionaries, since the pub- 
lication of their last narrative ; 
and to the remarks accompanhy- 
ing that information. 

The Rev. Messrs. Josefih Bad- 
ger, Thomas Robbins, and David 
Bacon were reappointed, last 
January, to labor as missionaries, 
through the year, in the territory 
called New Connecticut. Mr. 
Badger, continued in the service 
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ofthe Society till about the first 
of April last, when he went on 
a mission to the Indians in the 
neighbourhood of Sandusky Bay 
under the direction of the Synod 
of Pittsburg. Mr. Robbins, on 
account of ill health, left that 
country in May ; and Mr. Bacon 
declined accepting the appoint- 
ment 

From the latter end of Au- 
gust, 1805, the time when the 
Rev. Mr. Badger returned from 
Sandusky, as mentioned in the 
last narrative, to the beginning 
of April, 1806, he labored asa 
miissionary the most of the time. 
In the fall he attended a meeting 
of the Synod of Pittsburg, and 
in the winter he went to Mari- 
€tta, to assist in the ordination 
of the Rev. Samuel P. Robbins. 
He was also called off from his 
labors a few weeks by sickness, 
and by necessary attention to his 
family. In the period mention- 
ed above, he visited many of the 
towns in New Connecticut ; 
preached about 60 times ; bap- 
tized four children ; administer- 
ed the Lord’s Supper once ; 
visited the sick, attended fune- 
rals, and visited many families. 

Mr. Badger has spent five 
year's as a missionary in that 
country ; and in many instances 
his labors have been crowned 
with success. He has been la- 
borious and faithful in the ser- 
vice, and by his knowledge of 
medicine, and acquaintance with 
many useful arts, has been very 
beneficial to the inhabitants, as 
well as by his ministerial ser- 
vices. 

Having received an appoint- 
ment from the Synod of Pitts- 
burg he went, last spring, to 
Sandusky, with a view of at- 
tempting to civilize and chris- 
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tianize the Indians in that vicini- 
ty, according to a plan adopted 
by the Synod. No late accounts 
have been received from him, 
and the Trustees are not inform- 
ed what the probability is of his 
success. 

In a letter from the Rey. 
Thomas Robbins, dated January 
12th, 1806, he gives the follow- 
ing <eneral view of his mission- 
ary labors for the preceding 
year, after giving, in that and 
in preceding letters, a particular 
account of his services from day 
to day : “ Having brought my 
“ missionary accountto the close 
“ of the year, I beg leave to re- 
capitulate, and make some 
general remarks. Notwith- 
“ standing several turnsof severe 
“ indisposition and debility, I 
was enabled to preach on every 
sabbath, on all of which I 
preached in New Connecticut 
except four. Six sabbaths | 
preached but once ; eight, I 
preached three times in each. 
Exclusive of the sabbaths, I 
preached 105 times. I organi- 
zed achurch of 13 members, 
and received 26 members into 
otherchurches. I administered 
“the sacrament of the supper 
“ alone 5 times, and assisted at 
4 others. I baptized one adult 
and 14 children. I visited 
nearly all the settlements, 
“ where there was more than one 
“ family ; the mostof the schools, 
“and, in many of the settle- 
“ ments, all the families. 1 have 
“ been treated almost universal- 
“Jy with great kindness ; and 
“ the people generally feel very 
“ sensible of the privileges ot 
“ gospel institutions, even in this 
“imperfect manner; and are 
“thereby encouraged to make 
“ exertions to procure minisicrs 
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“to labor among them, as soon 
« as they can be obtained. It is 
«“ most evident that upon those, 
“ by whose liberality these pri- 
“ yileges are enjoyed, in the 
«“ western wilderness, will come 
“the blessings of many ready 
“to perish. The early intro- 
« duction and regular mainten- 
“ ance of a preached gospel, in 
«“ New Connecticut, under the 
“ blessing of the God of our fa- 
“ thers, have produced the most 
“ extensive and salutary effects. 
“ They have opposed an obstacle 
“to the introduction of error, 
“and to the influence of un- 
“ qualified teachers, who are, 
“ not unfrequently, more injuri- 
“ous to the maintenance and 
“ propagation of truth, than di- 
*“ rectopposers. Andthey have 
“ been the means of the forma- 
« tion of several infant Churches 
“ and Societies, which afford an 
“ encouraging prospect of a fu- 
“ ture establishment of the re- 
“gular ministrations of divine 
“ ordinances and truth.” 

In January, 1806, Mr. Roddins 

ttended and preached at the or- 
dination of the Rev. Samuel P. 
Robbins, at Marietta ; in which 
place and its vicinity he continu- 
ed several weeks, preaching and 
performing other ministerial ser- 
vices,in the vacant settlements 
in that neighbourhood. After 
he returned to New Connecti- 
cut, he itinerated as a mission- 
ai'y, and labored, as much as his 
health would permit, till the lat- 
ter end of May, when he left 
that country. 

At the conclusion of his mis- 
sionary journal he observes ; 
* fromthe time that I entered 
“ New Connecticut, to the time 
“ that I left there, was two years 
“aad a half, 130 sabbaths. I 
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“ preached 106 sabbaths in that 
“ district, in 33 towns. 10 sab- 
“baths I was prevented from 
“ preaching by sickness; and 
“ 141 preached in other parts of 
“ the state of Ohio andin Penn- 
“sylvania. WhenI was well I 
“ pencrally preached 2 or 3 
“ times a week besides the sab- 
“bath. There are nearly 70 
“ towns in which there are in- 
“ habitants. Ihave preached in 
“ 56. My rule was not to pass 
“ by any place where there were 
“3 families. In a number of 
“ places I have preached the 
“ first sermon ever preached in 
“the town; and in 13 where 
“there has never been any 
“ other preaching. In many of 
“the settlements I visited all 
“ the families ; and generally as 
“ many as Icould with conve- 
“nience. I visited the sick 
“ where I had opportunity, and 
“ attended funerals. I visited 
“ and catechised the schools, and 
“ endeavored to assist in intro- 
“ ducing them where there had 
“ been none established. Ialso 
“ generally succeeded in getting 
“the Bible used as a school 
“book. I frequently attended 
“ religious conferences ; some- 
“ times with the Churches par- 
“ ticularly, as well as such as 
“ were more public. I admin- 
“ istered the ordinances in all 
“ the Churches ; the sacrament 
“ of the supper generally twice 
“ina year tceach. At those 
“ occasions there were common- 
“ly soime additions; and the 
“ seasons were impressive and 
“ solemn. 

“ The Churches have the 
«“ same confession of faith, cove- 
“ nant, and articles of practice, 
“so that there is a uniformity 
“of sentiment and practice, 











284 


«“ They have also formed them- 
“ selves into a body, called the 
“ Ecclesiastical Convention of 
“ New Connccticut, in order 
“ that there may be a common 
“ bond of union, anda regular 
“ ecclesiastical body, to which 
“the Churches may occasion- 
“ ally apply for advice and as- 
“ sistance. The number of peo- 
“ plein New Connecticut, last 
“ winter was about 9000.* The 
* number of schools exceeds 40. 
“ Public worship is generally 
“ maintained on the sabbath in 
“nearly 30 towns. There are 
“ four or five places which are 
“ sufficiently able,and very de- 
“ sirous to have a settled minis- 
ter ; thatis, by a union of two 
or three different settlements, 
the minister to preach propor- 
tionably in each; -and the 
places would not be more than 
about five miles from each 
“other. The principal part of 
* the peopleare very favorably 
“ disposed towards society regu- 
“ Jations ; and are anxiously de- 
sirous of the establishment 
and maintenance of gospel in- 
stitutions. These pleasing cir- 
‘cumstances and encouraging 
“prospects are attributable, 
above ail other causes, to the 
exertions of the Missionary 
Society, under the benignant 
srmilesof heaven. This is not 
advanced as my opinion mere- 
ly ; it is the sentiment of all 
the most judicious and intelli- 
gent people in that country.” 
Luast. summer and Jl, the 
Rev. Calvin Chapfin performed 
a missionary tour of about four 
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* In the course of the year past, 
this number has considerably in- 
creased, so that probably there are 
now abvut ten thousand. 
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months, in New Connecticut, in 
which time he twice crossed 
the territory, in westerly and 
easterly courses, commencing 
at the southward, and progress- 
ing northward. He visited most 
of the settlements, preached in 
many of them, and performed 
other ministerial labors as op- 
portunity presented. In his re- 
marks on the state of that coun- 
try he observes, “ The senti- 
“ ment that the stated and fre- 
quent preaching of the gospel 
is necessary for the temporal 
as well as spiritual good of 
men, appeared to me gene- 
ral, and continually gaining 
streneth. It is a common 
and prevailing opinion, that re- 
sident, orthodox ministers 
must be obtained ; that the 
people cannot safely remain 
much longer without them ;— 
“that every possible exertion 
“ will be made to render their 
situation comfortable and per- 
manent, if they will come ;— 
and that the reproaches and 
influence of scoffers and other 
opposcrs nced not be dreaded.” 
The Trustees have lately re- 
ceived the following communi- 
cation from the Ecclesiastical 
Convention of New Connccti- 
cut. 

At a Mecting of the Ecclesi- 
astica! Convention of New Con- 
necticut, at Smithfield April 
15th, 1806, 

The Convention shall cause 
to be transmitted to the Trustees 
of the Missionary Secicty of 
Connecticut, annuaily, an ac- 
count of the state of religion 
within their Jimits, which shall 
be received at their annual 
meeting. 

At a Meeting of the Ecclesi- 
astical Convention of New Con- 
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necticut, at Hudson, September 
30th, 1806. 

On motion, Resolved unani- 
mously, that this Convention, in 
the name of the infant Churches 
and new settlements in this 
country, express their sincere 
thanks tothe Missionary Society 
of Connecticut, and also to the 
General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, for their care- 
ful attention manifested in send- 
ing missionaries to dispense the 
divine word and ordinances, to a 
needy people, dispersed in many 
places, and unable to support 
the gospel ministry statedly. At 
the same time, the Convention 
earnestly solicit the further at- 
tention of these respectable 
bodies to the destitute circum- 
stances of the Churches and set- 
tlements in this remote and new- 
ly inhabited country. 

A true copy of record, 
Attest, 


Jonn Anprews, Register. 


From a schedule subjoined to 
the above it appears that in the 
Churches of Richfield, Hudson, 
Vernon, Canfield, Vienna and 
Warren there were about 160 
members in September last. 

The letters of their mission- 
arics, and oral communications 
from Mr. Chapin, together with 
information derived from other 
sources, have impressed on the 
minds of the Trustees a sense 
of the increasing importance of 
this district, as a field of mis- 
sions ; and they very deeply re- 
gret that they have not been 
able to obtain a greater number 
of missionaries to labor in that 
field, the year past. In addition 
to their endeavors to obtain mis- 
sionarics in New England who 
are willing to go to New Con- 
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necticut, and, if they should re- 
ceive acall,to settle there, the 
Trustees propose to apply to the, 
Synod of Pittsburg, to recom- 
mend tothem some young men, 
duly qualified for the missionary 
ser ice, who have been educated 
in that part of the country, and 
who will consequently be better 
able to endure the hardships in- 
cident to those who travel in 
new settlements. And they in- 
dulge the hope, that in the 
course of the present year, they 
shall be able to obtain a number 
of active, faithful, zealous mis- 
sionaries, togladden the hearts 
of the serious people in those 
new settlements ; and to aid 
their endeavors to establish the 
institutions of religion, and the 
regular administration of Chris- 
tian ordinances. 

In consequence of a pressing 
application from sundry inhabi- 
tants of the town of Granville, in 
the western partof the state of 
Ohio, the Trustees have estab- 
lished that town and its vicinity 
as afield of missions, and pro- 
pose to send a missionary there, 
as soon as a suitable person can 
be precured for that service. 

In January last, the Rev. Seth 
Williston, was reappointed a mis- 
sionary to itinerate in the north- 
ern counties of Pennsylvania, 
and the western counties of New- 
York, for sucha part of the time 
ashe could be spared from his 
stated charge at Lisle, where he 
hasbeen settled for several years. 
He has notas yet acted under 
this appointment, and it is uncer- 
tein whether he wiil again en- 
gage in the missionary service. 

ast spring and summer, the 
Rev. Calvin Ingals performed a 
mission of between 4 and § 
months, in those countics. He 
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travelled upwards of 1300 miles; 
preached 84 sermons ; admin- 
istered the Lord’s supper twice ; 
admitted 3 persons into church 
fellowship ; baptized 3 children; 
attended funerals ; and visited 
schools and private families.— 
He gives the following account 
of that part of the country : “In 
“ many places the people would 
* be able to support the gospel, 
“ were they unitedin sentiment. 
“ But this is far from being the 
“ case. They are much divided, 
* sothatnoone sectis able tosup- 
“ port a preacher. This renders 
“the state of the people deplo- 
“ rable, and missionary labors 
“ not only important, but neces- 
“sary. Ifthese are withheld, 
“ serious people will be discou- 
“ raged, and there will be no- 
“‘ thing to check the growth of 
“ error and immorality. In the 
“ northern counties of Pennsyl- 
“ yania particularly, there isa 
“ vast fieid for missionary labors. 
“ There the people live without 
“the means of grace, and are 
“perishing for lack of know- 
“ ledge. Errors in doctrine, and 
“ immorality of conduct are no- 
“toriously prevalent. These 
“ things call aloud for the pray- 
“ers and exertions of all the 
“ friends of the Redeemer.” 

The Rev. Israel Brainerd is 
now laboring in that field ; but 
no accounts have been received 
from him since he commenced 
the mission. 

About the first of June, the 
Rev. William Graves entered 
on a mission to the counties of 
Otsego and Delaware, state of 
New York, from which he re- 
turned the beginning of Sep- 
tember. The following is ex- 
tracted from his journal : “ My 
“ mission was rendered pleasant 
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constant society of humble, 
hungering Christians, and by 
the animating prospect of the 
“ advancement of the Redeem- 
“er’s kingdom, in that part of 
“our land. Many of the inha- 
“ bitants expressed their grate- 
“ ful acknowledgments to the 
“ Missionary Society and peo- 
“ple of Connecticut. They 
“ hold in deep remembrance 
“‘ past missionary services ; and 
“ are greatly desirous that the 
Society will think upon them 
in their infant state, until they 
“ may be better able to provide 
“for themselves. During my 
mission a Church was gather- 
ed at E:xeter, consisting of 19 
members. I left them as 
sheep without a shepherd — 
They have set up meetings 
on the sabbath, at a school- 
house, and seem to be in a 
lively state of religion. It 
willbe some years, to human 
appearance, before they will 
be able to settle a minister a- 
mong them. I preached 65 
sermons, and attended several 
conferences ; baptized 3 ad- 
“ ults and 71 children; adminis- 
“ tred the Lord’s supper 6 times; 
“received into Churches 35 
“ persons, 16 of whom were old 
“ members, and 19 new; visit- 
“ ed and chatechised 11 schools ; 
“ attended 2 funerals, and visit- 
“ ed the sick as there was occa- 
“sion. Much of my labor was 
“in private instruction from 
“ house to house. 

“ Apleasing prospect here opens 
“ for disseminating the gos- 
“ pel. Churches are planted in 
“ most of the towns ; but they 
“ are yet in an infant and tender 
“ state, sothat it may be said of 
“them, By whom shail Jacob 
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« arise ? for he is small. These 
“rising Churches at present 
« stand in great need of the fos- 
“ tering care of their christian 
“ brethren in older settlements. 
“ There is an urgent call for 
* missionary labors. The field 
“is vast—the harvest is great. 
“ What reason we have to pray 
“the Lord of the harvest to 
“raise up, qualify, and send 
“forth laborers into his har- 
“ vest 1” 

Last winter the Rev. Jsrae/ 
Day itinerated as a missionary, 
about 10 weeks, inthe north eas- 
tern part of Vermont. At the 
close of his journal he says, 
« During my mission [ travel- 
“led upwards of 900 miles ; 
«“ preached between 60 and 70 
“sermons; baptized 3 adults 
“and 33 children ; admitted 9 
“persons into the Church at 
“ Greensborough ; administer- 
“ ed the sacrament once in that 
“ town, once in the town of Ca- 
«“ bot, and attended a number of 
“conferences. In the counties 
“of Caledonia and Orleans, 
“where I mostly fabored, is a 

fertile country, though new. 

‘There are many inhabitants in 
‘these counties; nearly 4000 

in the county of Orleans, and 
“not one settled minister. In 
“almost all the settlements, I 
“ found some of the friends of 
“ Sion whoare desirous of gos- 
“ pel truths ; and in many of the 
“ places, when I parted with the 
* people, it was their request, 
“ with tears, remember us to 
*the Missionary Society, and 
“ intreat them to send us more 
* missionaries, lest we and our 
* children perish in error and 
“ darkness. 

The Rev. Asa Carpenter has 
also laboured, in the course of 
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the year, almost 10 weeks, in 
the same field. He preached 70 
sermons ; baptized 11 children 3 
administered the Lord’s supper 
once ; admitted 3 persons into 
church fellowship, and perform- 
ed other ministerial services, as 
he had opportanity. He every 
where met with a friendly re- 
ception, and concurs with other 
missionaries, in urging the im- 
portance of supplying the new 
settlements with as much mis- 
sionary labor as possible. Mr. 
Carpenter is reappointed, and it 
is supposed is now on a inission. 

Messrs George Colicn and 
John Hough are at present labor- 
ing m the service of the Society ; 
the former in the settlements on 
Black river and parts adjacent, 
and the latter in the north west- 
ern partsof Vermont. 

The Trustees are daily more 
and more convinced of the im- 
portance of missions to the new 
settlements, for the temporal 
prosperity, and especially forthe 
spiritual welfare of the inhabi- 
tants. They are not discouraged 
by the malicious insinuations of 
the enemies of religion, tending 
to implicate the sincerity of the 
motives of those who are engag- 
ed inthe missionary cause; nor 
by their misrepresentations of 
the feelings of the people to 
whom missionaries are sent.— - 
The Trustees have the most un- 
equivocal proof, that the great 
body of the new settlers wish 
for missionaries to visit them ; 
and that the number of those 
who are differently disposed is 
comparatively small. Itis there- 
fore hoped that the good people 
of the state will not be influenced 
by any malicious and false repre- 
sentations, respecting the mo- 
tives of migdenaries and Mis+ 
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sionary Societies, or respecting 
the ideas of the inhabitants of 
the new and vacant settlements, 
to forbear to contribute liberally 
for the support of a cause, which 
must be dear to all who have 
any just ideas of religion, or any 
sense of the worth of souls. 
The Trustees have lately sent 
a considerable number of reli- 
gious books to the new settle- 
ments, a particular list of which 
is subjoined to this narrative ; 
and they flatter themselves that 
these books, under the blessing 
of God, will be of great benefit 
to the people to whom they are 
sent. They have recently ap- 
propriated 100 Dollars, to be ex- 
pended in Bibles, and other re- 
ligious books, as soon as the 
Book-Committee shall find op- 
portunities to transmit them.— 
They acknowledge, with grati- 
tude, the donations of books and 
of moncy to purcase them, which 
have been made to the Society ; 


they solicit further donations of 


asimilar kind, and take the lib- 
erty to suggest to the charitably 
disposed, that in this way they 
may probably do much good by 
what they have to bestow. 
While on the subject of dis- 
seminating religious books, the 
Trustees beg leave to call the 
attention of the ministers and 
people of the state to two Soci- 
€tics, instituted some time since 
in London, one of them called, 
“ The Religious Tract Society,” 
and the other, “ The British and 
Foreign Bible Society.” By a 
letter lately received from the 
Directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Socicty, the Trusteesare 
informed, that the Religious 
Tract Society, have printed and 
circulated 3 millions of small re- 
ligious tracts," and in many in- 
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stances, the most serious jm- 
pressions have been made by 
them on the minds of the profi- 
gate and impenitent. The oth. 
er Society mentioned above have 
disseminated a great number of 
Bibles, not only in Great Britain, 
but in other parts of Europe, and 
from the operations of the Soci- 
ety very important benefits have 
resulted. Might not much good 
be done, in this state, if pains 
were taken to provide Bibles 
and other religious books for 
those whose indigent circum- 
stances prevent their purchasing 
them for themselves? In what 
way, more likely to do good, 
can those whom God has blessed 
with an abundance, spend a por- 
tion of their wealth ? While the 
compassionate Saviour of sinners 
Was not inattentive to the bodily 
distresses of mankind, he was 
much more solicitous to pro- 
mote their spiritual and eternal 
well being. Let his professed 
followers imitate him in this ; 
and vrhile, like him, they go 
about doing good to the afflicted 
and distressed, let them do all in 
their power to advance the spi- 
ritual interests of their feliow 
men. As one mean to accom- 
plish so desirable an end, let 
them supply their poor neigh- 
bours with useful books on reli- 
gious subjects, and contribute 
something towards furnishing 
the still more needy inhabitants 
of the new settlements with 
such books. 

The Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, in their let- 
ter above referred to, observe : 
“ We have to inform you, with 
“ the sincerest gratification, that 
“ the zeal for the honor of Christ, 
“ and the earnest desire for the 
“corversion of the heathen, 
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«which were evidenced at the 
«“ formation of the London Mis- 
« sionary Society, have neither 
« subsided nor abated. Our an- 
“ nual meetings appear to inter- 
“ estthe religious publicas much 
“ asever. Ministers, in consid- 
«“ erable numbers, attend them 
“ from every part of the united 
“ kingdom ; and their union and 
“ co-operation in so good a cause 
* occasion a reaction of anima- 
“ tion and energy, which is evi- 
« dently felt in these assemblies, 
« and which continues its opera- 
«tions, when the ministers re- 
“turn to their respective resi- 
«dences. Thus while we are 
“endeavoring to convey bles- 
“ sings to others, we are greatly 
“ blessed ourselves. May this 


“ collateral interest and blessed- 
“ ness be increased and perpet- 
“uated in Britain, in America, 
“ and in every Country and So- 
“ ciety, in which a zeal for the 


« divine glory is felt, and a love 
“to the souls of men is mani- 
“ fested! The zeal of our breth- 
“ren is not confined to one ob- 
“ject. It appears to have been 
“ li¢hted at the sacred altar of 
“ missionary duties ; but the 
“ flame has diffused a light on 
“ other very important objects, 
“ and has excited ardent desires 
“ and vigorous exertions for their 


‘ . . . 
“ prosecution and accomplish- 


“ment. Various plans and in- 
“ stitutions of benevolence and 
“utility have been founded.— 
“ These are all honorable cha- 
“racteristics of the zeal and 
“ liberality of the British public, 
“ and they promise very consid- 
“ erable benefit, both to the*par- 
“ ticular objects they are intend- 
“ ed to serve, and to the general 
“ cause of national and religious 
“improvement. Besides the 
Vou. VII. NO. 9. 





Narrative of Missions. 289 


~ 


“ pleasure we hope you will feel 
“atthis intelligence, it may be 
“ impressed on your minds, that 
“ similar efforts on your parts 
“ may produce important bene- 
“ fits among your community.” 
The report of the directors to 
the London Missionary Society, 
at their last meeting, has been 
published in the Connecticut E- 


vangelical Magazine. The Trus- 


tees refer the readers of this ad- 
dress to that report, for informa- 
tion on the subject of missions 
to the heathens. Other Mis- 
sionary Societies in Great Bri- 
tain continue their efforts to pro-~ 
pagate the gospel in countries 
where it is unknown. In some 
instances, particularly in Tarta- 
ry and the East-Indies, these ef- 
forts have been happily crown- 
ed with success ; and there isa 
most pleasing prospect that God 
will, ere long, greatly enlarge 
the kingdom of his dear Son. 
The present is a period calcu- 
lated very deeply to impress the 
considerate mind ;—a period in 
which surprising changes are 
taking placé in the political situ- 
ation of many nations. Great 
eventsy—events which affect the 
condition of vast numbers of the 
human race, and which are al- 
most unexampled in the history 
of the world, follow each other 
in rapid succession. ‘The only 
consideration which can give 
consolation tothe mind, amidst 
these changes and revolutions 
among the nations of the earth, 
is that the Lord omnipotent 
reigneth: He will cause the 
wrath of man to praise him, and 
the remainder of wrath he will 
restrain. All events shall be 
made ultimately to advance his 
glorious designs respecting his 
Church ; and there is reason to 
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hope that the violent convulsions 
which agitate so great a part of 
the earth, area prelude to that 
happy state of things, spoken of 
in the prophetical writings, when 
nation shall no more rise up 
against nation, and the inhabi- 
tants of the eartn shall learn 
warnomore. Let the hope of 
this animate all to do whatever 
lies in their power towards 
spreading the savor cf the Re- 
deemer’s name ; and to unite in 
devout prayer to God, that the 
kingdoms of this world may 
speedily become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ, 
-of whom it is said, “ His name 
shall endure for ever: his name 
shall be continued as long as the 
sun : and men shall be blessed in 
him : all nations shall call him 
blessed.” 
JOHN TREADWELL, 
Chairman. 
Passed by the Board of Trustees, 
January 7, 1807. 
Attest, 
ABEL Fiint, Secretary. 


The Divinity and Personality of 
the Holy Ghost. 





IGHT ideas of the divine 
character lie at the founda- 
tionofall genuineand acceptable 
religion. It should, then, be one 
of our firstobjects of attention, to 
seck the knowledge of God. 
Without the true knowlege of 
him, in his character and attri- 
butes, we cannot worship him 
acceptably ; we cannot serve 
him aright ; or be at last happy 
in his presence and kingdom. 
The unity of the godhead is an 
essential part of his character. 
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There is, and can be, but one 
God. Moses, the lawgiver of 
the Jews, takes particular care to 
lead the people of Israel, int, 
the firm and unshaken belicf «° 
this first principle of religion, jy 
opposition to the idolatry and 
polytheism of the surroundin 

nations. Hear, O fsraci, thie 
Lord our God, is one Lord. t). 

apostle Paul is equally careful tu 
prevent any from supposing 
fthat there can be more God: 
than one. As concerning ther: 

fore the eating those things tha 

are offered in sacrifice unto idols, 
we know that an idol is nothing 
in the world, and that there is 
none other God, but one. For 
though there be that are culled 
Gods, whether in heaven or in 
earth, as there be Gods many and 
Lords many. But to us there is 
but one God, the Father, of whom 
areall things, and we by him ; 
and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things, and we by 
hin, The God, whom the 
scriptures command us to adore 
and serve, love and obcy, is the 
one only, living and true God. 
And there cannot be dué one 
first cause of all things, absolute- 
ly independent, necessarily ex- 
istent—and infinite in all per- 
fections. 

But this God exists in a 
threefold, though to us, incom- 
prehensible manner. He is one 
simple, undivided essence. He 
subsists however in a threefold 
manner, which is a mode of 
existence, when revealed, that 
/reason cannot but see, is the 
most perfect, comprising in 
it, the highest possible pleni- 
tude of blessedness. The doc- 
trine of a triune God, when re- 
vealed, is a reasonable doctrine. 
When revealed—for to Revela- 
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tion alone are we indebted fora 
discovery of three persons. in 
the godhead. Theword flersons 
is used, because the whole com- 
pass of language cannot furnish 
a better, or one less objection- 
able. It is used not, in a’strict 
philosophical sense, but in a pe- 
cular and, appropriate sense. 
"Lhe meaning is, thereis a three- 
fold subsistence in the divine 
essence, which we call three 
persons in the ,godhead, not 
three distinct bcings or conscious- 
nesses. And there 1s no more 
self-contradiction, or incompre- 
hensibility in a threefold subsist- 
ence inthe divine essence, than 
in a divine, eternal, uncaused 
existence. The truth is, God 
is infinitely above all other 
beings, and exists in a manner 
peculiar to himself. He exists 
so as no other being, either 
does, or can exist. The doc- 
trine of the Trinity of persons 
in the divine unity, is as reason- 
able a dectrine as the divine ex- 
istence. Itis no more ‘a mys- 
tery. Nor is it more incom- 
prehensible. Both are incom- 
prehensible. Both are reason- 
able to be believed—and neither 
of them implies any absurdity. 
The doctrine of three persons 
in the godhead is essential to the 
Christian scheme of salvation, 
and has been accounted the cath- 
olic doctrine of the whole Chris- 
ian Church in all ages. In scrip- 
ture, the work of man’s salva- 
tion is represented, as engaging 
the joint agency of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
God the Father it is, who, ia in- 
finite wisdom planned this ama- 
zing scheme, provided himself 
a lamb for a burnt offering, a 
sacrifice to purge away sin.— 


. 


executes this plan, by submit- 
ting to be delivered for our of- 
fences, by rising again from the 
dead for our justification, and 
by his continual intercession for 
us in heaven—God the Holy 
Ghost, procures an effectual re- 
cepuioi of this scheme of salva- 
tion ; and sanctifies the soul for 
the everlasting happiness in 
which it finally issues. 

Each of these sacred Persons, 
who thus co-operate in man’s 
salvation, must of necessity be 
really God, because nothing less 
can execute any part of this 
grand scheme pertaining to 
the soul. Who, besides the 
supreme lawgiver himself, can 
admit an innocent substitute to 
become surety for a criminal, 
and bear his curse? Or what 
being, beneath the dignity of 
God, could have merit sufficient, 
by suffering, to atone for offences 
against the majesty of heaven 
and earth ?—Or to whom, be- 
sides God, doth such power be- 
long as to change our darkness 
into light, triumph over our rebel- 
lious wills, and bring them into 
obedience to Christ? If the 
holy scriptures be full and 
strong, in declaring the influence 
and interposition of each person 
in the blessed Trinity, in the 
work of man’s salvation, it must 
of necessity be the duty of a 
Christian to pay a becoming 
attention to, and endeavor, by 
devout meditation, to impress 
upon the mind, what God has 
revealed on this subject. 

That the Holy Spirit is God, 
of the same essence with the 
Father and Son, is proved by 
such arguments as follow. 

1. fhe scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament ascribe to 
him, all the ferfections of the 





God the Son, in his own person, 
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godhead. By what is the dis- 
tinct essence of any being, or as 
we commonly speak, its nature, 
determined, but by its proper- 
tics ! He who possesses the pro- 
perties peculiar to an angel or 
man, is esteemed one, in the 
judgment of common sense. 
And, he who possesses _attri- 
butes,or properties, which alone 
belong to Cod, must be con- 
sidered and worshipped as God. 
The holy scriptures very clearly 
and abundandly declare that the 
divine spirit, is possessed of the 
attributes peculiar to God, they 
ascribe to him, absolute holiness 
—ceternity—infinity—and om- 
nipotence.—-Holiness is declared 
to belong to him ; since in pre- 
ference to all besides, and in 
exclusion of all creatures, he is 
called the Holy Spirit—And 
grieve not the Holy Shirit of God 
«hereby ye are sealed even unto 
the day of redemption. Absolute 
eternity is ascribed to him.\ //uzw 
much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without 
spot to God, fiurge your conscience 
Jrom dead works to serve the liv- 
ing God? Eternal—that is ex- 
isting before all ages, no less 
than in them all, since the blood 
of Jesus was offered by his in- 
fluence under the name of the 
eternal Spirit. This is a title 
never given toany but God him- 
self; for although angels, per- 
haps, have existed ages, before 
our world, and will never cease 
to be, yet we no where read of 
an eternal angel. God exists, 
from eternity to eternity, and is 
therefore stiled the eternal God. 
Infinity is ascribed to the Holy 
Ghost. But God hath revealed 
them by his Spirit ; for the Spirit 
ecarcheth all things, yca, the deefi 
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(Fre. 
things of God.—Almighty power 


is ascribed to™him. At the 
creation of the world, we are 
assured, the Spirit moved upon 
the waters. By his operation and 
influence, he formed the chaos 
into beauty, andorder. And the 
earth was without form and void: 
and darkness was ujion the face 
of the deefi: and the Shirit of 
God moved ufion the face of the 
waters. By his Almighty power, 
he creates the world anew, as it 
were, day by day. Thou sendest 
forth thy Spirit, they are created: 
and thou renewest the face of the 
earth. In the dispensations of 
grace, we behold the Almighty 
power ofthe Holy Ghost. The 
humanity of our blessed Savi- 
our was produced by his power. 
By him, Jesus was commissioned 
to preach the gospel, and dis- 
charge his ministry :—by him 
carried into the wilderness— 
and anointed with the oil of glad- 
ness above all kings and priests, 
who ever had been or should 
be. All that he did as mediator 
on earth, he did by the appoint- 
ment and support of the Holy 
Ghost. Is not this a complete 
and satisfactory evidence of his 
divinity and personality ? Christ 
as mediator had a name given 
him above every name, and to 
such adegree above every name, 
that allin heaven and on earth 
must bow their knee before him 
—yet, as mediator he is still in- 
ferior to the Holy Spirit, because 
the Holy Spirit consecrated him 
to the oflice of mediator, and 
enabled him to fulfil its duties. 
Wherefore God hath also highly 
exalted him, and given him @ 
name, whichis above every name. 
That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in hea- 
ven, and things ia eartit, and 











things under the earth. And that 
every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father. As the 
Holy Ghost is above the media- 
torin dignity, he must be God, 
of one and the same essence 
with the Father. Rightly, there- 
fore, has the Christian Church, 
in all ages, believed in his divin- 
ity and personality. 

2. A second argument to 
prove his divinity is that works 
proper to God only, are ascribed 
to him in the sacred volume. 
To renew and sanctify the soul 
is a work peculiar to God alone. 
He can create us anew in Christ 
Jesus. Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water but God alone 
giveth the increase. It is his 
prerogative to bring the sinner 
from darkness, into marvellous 
light, in the way of his instituted 
means. But this work of renew- 
ing the sinner in the temper of 
his mind, we find ascribed to 
the Holy Ghost, as his appro- 
priate work. The conversion of 
the abandoned Corinthians is 
said to be through the sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit. And such 
were some of you, but ye are 
washed, hut ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God. Not by works 
of righteousness, which we have 
done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us by the washing of re- 
generation and renewing oj the 
floly Ghost. It was the Holy 
Ghost, who endowed the Apos- 
tles with their miraculous powers 
—laid the foundation of the 
Christian Church—published its 
laws, and governed all things. 
He separated Paul and Barna- 
bas, and appointed their mission 
to one piace, rather than ano- 
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ther. It seems to be the right 
of God alone to do this, to di- 
rect in all the dispensations of 
grace. Of all others, this we 
should judge, appertained to 
him, and to no creature, and 
cannot be communicated to a 
creature. In the resurrection 
day, the dead bodies of the 
righteous will be redeemed from 
the dustof the grave, and clothed 
with glory and immortality by 
the power of the Holy Ghost. 
This will be a work altogether 
divine. It will be a full proof 
of his Providence and grace.— 
But tf the Spirit of him, that 
raised uft Jesus from the dead, 
dwell in you; he that raised ufr 
Christ from the dead, shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwellethin you. God 
only can raise the dead. But 
the Spirit will quicken the dead 
bodies of the righteous, at the 
last day. He must, therefore, 
be God. He does the works 
peculiar to God. 

3. A third argument to estab- 
lish the divinity and personality 
of the Holy Ghost is that, in 
scripture, divine worshifi and 
homage are given him. He is 
worshipped as God, and must 
consequently be of the same es- 
sence with the Father and the 
Son. If honor and adoration, 
due to God only, be given to 
him, he must be truly God, or 
thescripture be calculated tolead 
its believers into idolatry. All 
who allow the divine authority 
of the scripture, must hold that 
it was given to be a plain’ and 
easy guide, in all matters of 
faith and practice. It is design- 
ed not merely for the learned, 
for philosophers and metaphysi- 
cians, but for the great mass of 
mankind, and as an infallible di- 
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Now, in this divine 
revelation, the Holy Spirit is 
proposed to us, equally with the 
Father and Son, as the object of 
our adoration and faith, hope and 
obedience. When we are bap- 
tized into each of their names, 
what is the import of that so- 
Jemn service, but that we give 
ourselves, in heart and life, to 
this sacred Trinity ? The divine 
Spirit is implored also, together 
with the Father .and Son, as the 
fountain and author of all the 
blessings and grace of the gos- 
pel. ‘The Christian church, 
from the berinning, has conclud- 
edher public and solemn worship 
with this prayer. Whegrace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of th: 
Holy Ghost be with vou all. We 
are commanded not to quench 
the Holy Spirit—guench not the 
Spirit. We are directed not to 
resist the Holy Ghost. We are 
exhorted notto grieve the Spirit. 
And grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed, 
unto the day of redemption.— 
Blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost, is represented as a crime 
of the most heinous nature, and 
as unpardonable. Wherefore I 
say unio you,all manner of sin and 
blasfthemy shailbe forgiven unto 
men: but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be for- 
given unio men. And whosoever 
sfieaketh a word against the son 
of man, tt shall be forgiven him: 
but whosoever speaketh against 
the Tiolu Ghost, it shall not be 
Sorgiven him, neither in this world, 
netiher in the world tocome. The 
personality and divinity of the 
Holy Ghost are both here sup- 
posed. For he is plainly spoken 
ofasaperson. A crime against 
him is supposed, and considered 
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as so heinons in guilt as never 
to be forgiven. 

4. The same names and titles 
are given to him, as to the one 
true God. The desien of names 
and titles is to teach us the no- 
ture of things. God calls him- 
seif Jehovah, to explain to our 
understandings, as far as may be, 
his necessary, independent, self- 
existent being, and to impress 
us with the idea of his own im- 
mutability and eternity, and of 
the derivation of all other exist- 
ence fromhim. ‘The name Je- 
hovah cannot belong toa crea- 
ture’; is hever given to a crea- 
ture 3 1s peculiar to God only. 
But itis givento the Holy Spirit. 
The names and titles given to 
him, in scripture, prove to us 
most undeniably that he is God. 
It may be greatly to our com- 
fort and edilication to think over 
these various names and titles, 
He is called Lord or Jehovah— 
God—Most High—Hloly Spirit 
—Eternal Spirit—Comforter— 
Spirit of life, Water of life—Spi- 
it of truth—Spirit of grace— 
Spirit of adoption—Spirit of faith 
—law—voice—Spirit of Wis- 
dom—of counsel—of might— 
of knowledge—of promise—he 
is, also, called guide, teacher, 
power, love, understanding, and 
oilof gladness. The particular 
passages of holy writ, where 
these names are applied to the 

loly Spirit, are too numerous to 
be here recited. Such as are 
well acquainted with the word o: 
God, will at once recollect that 
those names are given to the 
Holy Spirit. He must, there- 
fore, be God. - When we aiurm 
that the Father is Jehovah, the 
Son Jehovah, and the Spirit Je- 
hovah, we do not talk of three 
Gods: for the very name Jeho- 








yah entirely precludes that no- 
tion. A simple, infinite, perfect 
essence must necessarily be in- 
divisible. Nor do we, in our 
ideas, presume to make divisions 
in the Deity, but to believe on! ly 
those distinctions of persons or 
subsistences in Aim, of which, he 
himself has been pleased to give 
a revelation, and by which reve- 
lation alone we can know any 
thing of the matter. 
5. The same infinite glory is 
scribed to the Holy Ghost, as 
to God the Father. God will 
not give his glory to another, or 
ullow any creature to share it 
with him. Angels and men are 
to exercise the same self-abase- 
mcnt before his immediate pre- 
scnce,as before the adorable pre- 
nee of God ; he must, there- 
fo ‘ey be God. Where shall we 
find a more grand and striking 
representation of the glory of 
God, than in the vision of Isaiah, 
related in the sixth chapter.— 
The prophet saw the Lord, we 
are told, sitting upon a throne 
high and lifted ufi, and his train 
filled the temple. Above it stood 
ihe serapihims ; each one had six 
wings ; with twain he covered 
face, and with twain he cover- 
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cd his fiet,and with twain he did 
jiy. And one cried unto another, 
and said, Holy, Holy, Holy is the 

Lord of hosts, the whole earth ts 


Jull of his glory. And the fosts of 


the door moved at the voice of him 
that cried, and the house was filled 
with smoke. Then said I, woe ts 
me, for I am undone, because J 


ama man of unclean lifts, and I 
midst of a freofile of 


dwell in the 
unclean lifes, for mine eyes have 
secn the king, the Lord of haste. 


Repeating the term J7oly, three 
times here is a picin proof that 
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to the Trinity in unity. If we 
compare the above recited pas- 
sage, with the New Testament 
we shall be fully convinced that 
they actually thus worshipped. 
None will dispute that the wor- 
ship was addressed to God the 
Father. That it was addressed 
to God the Son also, is certain. 
For Jesus Christ says, in so ma- 
ny words that Isaiah said these 
things when he saw his glory— 
And that the spirit was compre- 
hended in this object of the ado- 
ration of heaven, which filled the 
prophet with confusion of face, 
is evident from Acts xxviii. 25, 
where St. Paul expressly de- 
clares that the voice of the Lord, 
which at this very time spake to 
him was the Holy Spirit. 
6. The Holy Spirit is never 
spoken of, in the inspired vol- 
ume, as a worshiffrier of God. 
He must, consequently, be high- 
erin rank than any creature. 
And since there can be no mid- 
dle state between the Creator, 
and the creature, be must be 
God. The relation of all created 
beings to their Creator and their 
entire dependence on him, is a 
clear proof that they are bound 
by the very laws of their rational 
existence to serve, adore, and 
praise him. Homage is due 
from all creatures to their Crea- 
tor; and the more exccilent 
their endowments and the high- 
er they stand on the scale of in- 
telligent existence, the stronger 
will be their obligations, to wor- 
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ship and adore him, and, if 
tightly disposed, the more 


prompt and active will they be 
in fulfilling those oblizations. 
Hence we find the living oracles 
representing the. whole creation 
by a figure, and angels and men, 





the angels were paying adoration 


ke a proper sense, as employed 
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dn ceaseless praises and adora- 


tion of God. But whence comes 
it, if the Spirit also be a crea- 
ture, suppose the most exalted, 
and the first, that no mention is 
made of him by the sacred wri- 
ters as a worshipper of God ?— 


‘Ts it not perfectly unaceountable 


that these inspired men should 
have forgotten the Spirit, who, 
if he be a creature, should have 
led, or at least been, a principal 
actorin this concert of praise, 
which the whole intellectual 
creation should offer to God ‘— 
Was it not highly needful to 
have made mention of him, in 
order to prevent error, and idol- 
atrous worship? The total si- 
lence, therefore of the cracles of 
God, in this important point, is 
a strong evidence, that the pro- 
phets—the apostles—and Jesus 
Christ knew thatthe Holy Ghost 
was not a creature, but God, 
equally with the Father and 
Son. 

7. The Holy Spirit is not a 
quality, frrofierty or attribute 
of God, as the enemies of his 
divinity pretend. Ifa quality 
or property of God, he cannot 
subsist, or be distinguished as 
a person inthe godhead. That 
he is not merely a quality or 
attribute of the divine nature is 
plain from this consideration, 
that he has a name given him, 
denoting both his essence and 
work, oly Spirit. Spirit de- 
notes his essence ; and oly his 
work, that in the dispensation of 
grace, he operates on the soul, 
and produces holiness in it.— 
God is said tobe a spirit. God 
is a Spirit, and they that worship 
him, must worship him in spirit 
and in truth, The personality, 
as well as divinity of the Holy 
Ghost, we may, here, subjoin, is 
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unquestiouable from the con- 
stant ascription of fersonal ar. 
tions to him, in scripture —H;- 
Shall not sfieak of himself, but 
whathe has heard, that shall he 
sfpeak—He rejoices and is griey. 
ed—tfle approves and condemns 
—He convinces the world of 
sin, righteousness, and judy. 
ment—IlTe comforts his people 
—He assists them in duty—![c 
dwells in themm—and when Pe- 
ter was still doubtful of the im- 
port of the heavenly vision, 
which he had seen, Zhe Shiri: 
said unto him behold three men 
seck thee. All these must pass 
for expressions, without any sir- 
nification, or they must be al- 
lowed to mark out, with great 
clearness, the distinct personali- 
ty of the Holy Ghost—I close 
the arguments of the divinity 
and personality of the Holy 
Ghost above briefly illustrated, 
in the words of an excellent 
writer—the author of the Hore 
Solitariz.—* Over and above all 
other arguments, the real be- 
liever in Jesus hath a testimony 
that the Holy Ghost is Jehovah, 
which lies out of the view of the 
world, because it is within him. 
3ehold, says Christ, the king- 
dom of God is within you. A 
throne is erected inevery be- 
lieving heart, from which the 
Spirit of God directs his rule, 
bringing every thought into 
captivity, and into sweet sub- 
jection to Christ. The promise 
of the Father is accomplished 
in the Christian, when the Sfzrit 
is foured out upon him, like oil 
to enliven, or like water to puri- 
fy, his new-born soul. He sees 
clearly that none but Jehovah 
could vouchsafe the Holy Spirit; 
and he views as plainly that this 
Haly Spirit mustbe Jehovah, 1) 











perform the wonderful works, 
which are ascribed to him in na- 
ture and grace, anda portion of 
which he feels to be wrought in 
him by his power. He reads 
his Bible, and sees that the ever- 
lasting covenant can only be per- 
formed by those divine persons, 
who made it, and that the full 
completion of it, being reserved 
for the Spirit, could only be ef- 
fectuated by Him, as he is Jeho- 
vah. Believing in him, there- 
fore, as Jehovah, he cannot but 
consider him fully able to ac- 
complish all that is said of him 
in the scriptures, and all that is 
necessary for his people to life 
eternal.” 

« 'To thee, O believer in Jesus, 
this article of the Spirit’s Deity 
isa maxim of indisputable mo- 
ment—an axiom of indubitable 
truth. Thou wilt not deny his 
word that asserts it : thou caust 
not resist fis witness in thyself, 
which confirms it to a demon- 
stration. Others may deny, 
what they do not experience or. 
feel; but thou knowest him 
thatis true, because thou art in 
him ; and he, with all his evi- 
dences of comfort, love, and joy, | r 
dwelleth in thee. He first brought 
thee into spiritual life from the 
death of sin: he reconciled thee 
to God, when thou wast an ene- 
my by wicked works : he giveth 
thee a thousand tokens of his 
presence and support: he lead- 
eth thy thoughts and thy heart 
direct toGod and heaven: pre- 
serves thee, always ready in 
thyself to stray, from number- 
less snaresin thy daily walk, 
and at length will give thee an 
abundant entrance into his ever- 
lasting kingdom. ‘Thou con- 
stantly feelest thyself to be a 
poor, dependent creature : able 
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to think nothing, to will noth- 
ing, and to do nothing good of 
thy own power : and it is thy 
privilege and thy joy to find this 
gracious Spirit, working in thee 
both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. Thou art never » 
happy but in this perception. 
Thou art never. holy but in this 
enjoyment. Thou art never 
safe but in this protection.” 

“ Remember, believer, for 
thy comfort iikewise, that thy 
gracious guide and supporter is 
the self-existent Jehovah, who 
fainteth not, neither is weary, 
whose gifts and callings are 
without repentance, and whose 
love is as everlasting as his na- 
ture. This Holy Spirit did not 
bring thee into the way of sal- 
vation, for any other purpose, 
but to lead thee to the end of it : 
and every testimony of his grace 
in thy soul is as sure an earnest 
of glory as though thou wast 
already in it. We know that 
we have passed from death unto 
life, says the apostle, because 
we have the Spirit dwelling in 
us, working in us all the mo- 
tions of prayer, love, hope, joys 
righteousness, and praise, which 
are his genuine fruits, and the 
evidences of his presence. So 
surely, therefore, as thou hast 
the pledge, thou wilt, in due 
time, possess the everlasting 
inheritance. The world cannot 
prevent thee—the devil cannot 
destroy thee—thy own sinful 
flesh shall not prevail against 
thee: for the arm, counsel, and 
love, which are engaged in thy 
behalf, belong altogether to the 
Spirit, Jehovah.” 
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Why are the people of God sanc- 
tified but in fart in the firesent 
world ? . 


HE justification of the be- 
lieving, penitent sinner is 
complete. in this life. But sanc- 
tification is only begun, and not 
completed in the present state 
of being. Justification is the 
act of God, without us, pro- 
nouncing us to berizhtecus, only 
for the righteousness of Christ, 
received by faith. Sanctification 
is the work of grace in us, for- 
ming us to alikeness to the mo- 
ral character of God, in the tem- 
per of the heart, and is only be- 
gun in this world :—-is commen- 
ced in regeneration :—carricd 
on in the course of the Chris- 
tian walk :—and consummiaic 
at death, in giory. 

None are sinlessly holy in this 
world. Perfect holiness is a 
plant that is never found in this 
unfriendly climate. It grows 
only inthe heavenly Paradise. 
Sf we say, we have no sin, we de- 
ecive ourselves, and the truth i 
not inus—eIf we say we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his wordis notin us. There 
isnota man that liveth and sin- 
neth nat. Weaere commanded 
to be perfect, in every holy ex- 
ercise, and in obeying the will of 
God. Be ye therefore fierfect, 
evin as your Father wiich is in 

eavents Perfect. We have no 
valid excuse for any sins, either 
of heartor life: forany wrongex- 
ercise or temper of mind :—or 
forany degree of disobedience 
to our heavenly Father. But 
alas ! in many things we ofrnd, 
eli—m—or all offend. The best and 
most picus fali far short of sin- 
Jess holiness.—Si. Paul had, per- 
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ments in holiness, as any that 

ever lived. But he mourns over 

his remaining corruption, and 

deficiencies in duty. Owretch- 

ed man that Iam, who shal! de- 

liver me from the body of this 

death !—How far was he, in his 

own apprehension, from having 

attained to sinless perfection 

Not as though I hed already ai- 
tained, either were already per- 
feet : ‘but I follow after, if that I 
may apfirchend that for which al- 
so I am afiprehended of Christ 
Jesus. Brethren, I count not my- 
self to have apprehended, but this 
one thing f£ do, forgeiting those 
things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto things which 
are before ; I firess toward the 
mark, for the firize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus— 
Lorwe know in part, and we firo- 
fihesy in part. But when that 
whichis perfect iz come, then that 
which is in frart shail be done 
away. or we now see through 
a glass darkly: but then face to 
face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even asalso I 
am known. The great question 
is, why are not the people of 
God made perfectly holy at once, 
and immediately conveyed from 
earth to heaven ; from a world 
of sorrow and sin, to a world of 
glory and blessedness ? What 
cood ends are to be answered by 
their being so long detained from 
their heavenly Father’s house 
above the skies, and ieit to strug- 
ele with the hardships, and.ca- 
lamities of a vain world ? This 
is an interesting question, sel- 
dom considered at all, and more 
seldom still attempted to be sat- 
isfactorily answered. Perhaps, 
what will now be suggested, 
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may not be satisfactory to all— 
but is, however, cheerfully sub- 
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mitted to the judgment of the | ready to be revealed in the last 


yee” 


time. Wherein ye greatly re- 


. One reason why this world | joice, though now for -a season, if 
is he be the residence of pious | need be, ye arein heaviness thro’ 


people for a season, and they | manifuld temptations. 


sanctified but in part is that the 
riches af free and sovercien grace 
may be honored. If reason were 
to speculate on the subject, and 
we might pronounce on the pro- 
priety of detaining them from 
periect bless sedness in heaven, 
we snould be ready to say, let 
them be made ferfectly holy at 
once, at the moment of being 
bern again of the spirit of God, 
let them leave a mad and dis- 
tracting world, and be admitted 
to sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacobin the kingdom 
oi glory. But God’s thoughts 
ure not as our thoughts, nor his 
ways as our ways. His counsel 
shali stand forever. His work 
is perfect. He never does, or 
permits any thing, but what is 
wise, and best to be done, or 
permitted. It is not merely ac- 
cidental that saints are continued 
by him, in this vale of tears, to 
undergo hardships and distress- 
es, trials and opposition. He 
has appointed and ordered it ; 
no doubt for wise and holy pur- 
poses. He has wisely arranged 
every thing in the universe, 
He has separated the day and 
night, dry land and sea, and the 
different tribes of beasts : and 
he leaves saints to dwell among 
the wicked, and remaining sin 
io struggle in. their breasts 
against the holy principle of love 
to himself. Grace however will 
be kept alive in the heart in the 
midstof all temptations—imper- 
{ections—enemies, and sins.— 
This will redound to its glory. 
Whoare kept by the power of 
God, through faith unio salvation 





That the 
trial of your faith being much 
more. firecious than of gold that 
fierisheth, though it be tried with 


Jire, might be found unto praise, 


and honor, and glory at the afi- 
pearing of Christ. God dis- 
plays more of himself in the 
dispensation of grace, than in 
the frame of nature. His chief 
object, in all his works and ways, 
is to make the brightest and fair- 
est display of himseli—his infi- 
nitely amiable character. ‘To 
manifest his glory tothe intel 
lectual creation, to all eternity, 
is a worthy object of his atten- 
tion. It is infinitely fit that he 
should work for his own sake, in 
the kingdoms of nature, provi- 
dence, and grace. ‘That his high- 
est object, from everlasting to 
everlasting, should be himself, or 
bisown glory the glory of his cha- 
racter,jand of all his attributes, is 
seebacy reasonable. And the 
riches of his free and sovereign 
race, appear to great advan- 
tage in suffering remaining sin 
to conflict with the holy princi- 
ple of love in the heart of his 
sanctified ones. The power of 
grace is seen. The wonderful 
compassion of Jehovah is mani- 
fested—in supporting his peo- 
ple in days of persecution—in 
raising them in faith, and hope, 
and love, above the world—in 
subduing their enemies—in gra- 
dually purging away their dross 
—and step by steps mectening 
them for tie inheritance of the 
saints in light. One reason, 


then, why the righteous are left 
to mingle with the wicked in the 
world—and feel remaining sin, 




































































































PIS! ae n ne 
ee eee 
= S Sw 













































































js to put an honor and glory on 





a rhe oe eon te Pee HIN 


free and sovereign grace. .In 
heaven is perfection of holiness, 
and perfection of bliss. In the 
world of misery, is perfection of 
sin—and of suffering. In no 
part of the universe is there 
such a scene exhibited, as holi- 
ness and sin, inthe same heart, 
struggling one against the other, 
as ou carth. How much of the 
divine glory is to be seen in our 
world! 

2. Another reason is the good 
of others. The Christian Reli- 
gion is a system of benevolence. 
It is designed to bring us to hap- 
piness by making us benevolent. 
In the exercise and practice of 
benevolence we are to be train- 
ed up for a state of perfect bles- 
sedness, in that world, where per- 
fect benevolence will reign for 
ever. As we are to love God 
with al! our hearts, so we are to 
love our fellow-menas ourselves. 
The glory of God and the good 
of man should be our highest 
aim. Lxample is of the great- 
est consequence in promoting 
piety and correct morals. How 
much good to the world may the 
righteous be instruments in do- 
ing, by their continuing, fora 
seuson in it! Their charity— 
their fuith—their prayers—their 
good works are scen by others ; 
and have a happy tendency to 
incucethem to forsake the paths 
of the foolish, and live. By re- 
maining for a season in this 
world, the tirhteous honor God, 
honor religion, and benelit soci- 
ety. They show us that godli- 
ness is both practicable and pro- 
fitable. The wicked may see 


that persons like themselves in | 


ace—in station—and in busi- 
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of piety and morality on society 
are blessed. And they are con- 
strained sometimes to pauscin 
their career of wickedness, and 
toreflect, tocry out, “ how good- 
ly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy 
tabernacles, O Israel! Let me die 
the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his.”— 
Religion is a principle of benev- 
olence ; and always makes its 
friends, who feel its benign influ- 
ence, active in doing good—in 
saving others, and prevailing 
with them to forsake vicious and 
evil courses. A few pious indivi- 
duals are often theoccasion of a 
considerable reformation among 
their neighbours. The state of 
society would be much worse 
than it now is, were all the right- 
eous to be removed. Nay, it 
would be intolerable. Their in- 
fluence to keep up in society, 
by their example, counsel, war- 
ning, and prayers, a happy order 
of things, is incalculably great. 
They are the salt of the earth ; 
the light of the world. Salva- 
tion and deliverance are often 
granted by the Almighty—in- 

vading judgments beld back by 
means of their prayers. ‘They 
are, then, blessings to the world 
—in their day and place—to 
the families—citics—and coun- 
tries, in which they reside. L2x- 
cefit the Lord of hosts had left us 
a very emaliremnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, and we 
should have been like unto Go- 
morrah. 

A third reason why Chris- 
tians are sanctified but in part, 
in this life, and are continued a 
| length of time in an inhospitable 
world, is their own good. ‘They 
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by its infinitely wise and adora- 

ble author, for a state of trial — 

Every thing in it, and concern- 

ing man is conducted according- 

ly. All things shall work to- 

gether for good, eventually, to 

those who love God. By feeling 

the remains of sin in their hearts, 

struggling against holiness, the 

life of God in the soul, they 

will have a greater sense of its 

vileness and odiousness, and of 
their indebtedness to renewing 

grace and pardoning mercy, than 

they otherwise could have— 
Their situation brings into exer- 
cise every active and suffering 
virtue. As soldiers, they are 

engaged in a warfare ; have dif- 
ficulties to encounter ; and ene- 
mies to oppose ; and need there- 
fore the whole armour of right- 
eousness. “They must be con- 
querors in order to triumph.— 
After. fatigue and labor they 
will feel the sweetness of rest 
and peace. They must be hum- 
ble, when they see how much 
sin stilldwellsin them ; how little 
they do for God, and his glory, 
who has called them out of dark- 
ness into light. Their gratitude 
will be ardent since they have 
been the subjects of distinguish- 
ing grace and eternal love. In 
the world isample room for the 
exercise of meekness—patience 
—self-denial—fortitude, and all 
the graces of the spirit. Many 
virtuesare peculiar toa suffering 
State, a state of probation. Such 
are forgiveness of injuries—for- 
bearance under provocations— 
and compassion to the indigent. 
Christians are to feed the hun- 
gry—to clothe the naked—to 
relieve the distressed—to weep 
With those that weep—to suc- 
cour the tempted—to instruct 
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opportunity—to endeavor to re- 
form the vicious—to reclaim the 
wandering—to rebuke the fro- 
ward—to bear affliction with re- 
signation—and the shame of the 
cross with holy courage. They 
are to testify their supreme love 
to Christ, by giving up all for 
his sake : they are to manifest 
their sincerity by setting their 
affections on things above, not 
on things on the earth: by not 
drawing back, or turning aside 
from the path of rectitude, 
when the world would terrify 
by its frowns, or allure by its 
smiles. 

Being inhabitants of such a 
world, and stationed in it, by an 
infinitely wise Providence, Chris- 
tians ought to use all their pow- 
er and influence, to advance the 
best good of society. They arepas- 
sing their trial. Tribulation they 
must expect. A Redeemer sut- 
fered and died here to expiate 
the guilt of sin. And they, as 
his followers and disciples, must 
be conformed to him, their Lord 
and head ; and bear patiently all 
the evils, to which they may be 
called. ‘Their light affliction 
which is comparatively but for 
a moment, will work out for 
them a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. When 
they behold the sad declensions 
of religion—the prevalence of 
error, iniquity, immorality and 
infidelity—and the waste places 
of Zion, they will feel an inex- 
pressible grief. But they are 
not to be discouraged or to des- 
pond. They will soon rest from 
their labors and their works will 
follow them ; and they will go 
to a world, where sia shall never 
enter. Let them not be weary 
in well doing, for in due season, 
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they will reap, if they faint not. 
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Let us be willing to remain at 
our post, as long asit shall please 
the sovereign disposer of all 
things to continue us, never be- 
ine impatient fora dismissal. I 
conclude this essay, with the ex- 
hortation of the apostle. Zhere- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
 stedfust, unmoveable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, 
Jorasmuch as ye know thai your 
labor is not in vain inthe Lord, 


On the Divine Origin 
Gospel. 


of the 


HE divine origin of the 

gospel may be learned both 
from internal and external. evi- 
dence. 

It is rendered credible, not 
only by every kind of external 
evidence, which the nature of 
the case admits ; such, as the 
testimony of cotemporary wri- 
ters who were not inspired by 
the spirit of God ; the miracles 
with which it was introduced to 
the belief of mankind ; its pow- 
erful effects on the minds and 
consciencies of mankind, when 
it was first preached; and the’ 
fulfilment of prophecies, from 
its promulgation to the present 
time: But also, in a manner 
more convincing, from the in- 
ternal marks, which it bears 
in its doctrines and precepts. 

The evidence of divine truth, 
from its internal structure and 
precepts, is what the apostle 
meant, when he suid, “ But I 
certify you, brethren, that this 
gospel, which was preached of 
me, is not after man.” It bears 
no resemblance to a human fic- 
tion ; itis not accommodated to 
the notions and lusts of depraved 
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creatures ; it is not pleasing to 
mens Datural desires ; neither 
is it the way, in which they 
would choose to be reconciled 
to God, and freed from the ac- 
cusations of their guilty con- 
sciences and the dread of a 
punishment to come for those 
sins, in which they choose to 
indulge themselves. 

As this gospel is not after 
man, We must conclude it was 
made known by a special revela- 
tion from God. 

Its structure is so rational, 
sO sublime, so well adapted for 
the glory of God, the moral 
governor of the universe, and 
so complete a remedy for the 
sin and misery of human nature, 
that it could not be the device, 
of any one, or of any number 
of men combined for this de- 
sign, and with the express pur- 
pose of deceiving the world. 

When any subject is proposed 
to us as truth, whether natu- 
ralor moral, we attend both 
to the scheme itself and to 
all the circumstances, with 
which it is introduced to our 
knowledge. —If it contains no- 
thing probable or useful, we 
immediately reject it ; if its con- 
tents are wise and useful, we as- 
cribe it to a wise author; if, 
on further examination, they 
appear to be divine, we ascribe 
it to a divine author. 

This is the force of the ar- 
gument which the apostle states 
forthe truth of the gospel.—lIt 
seems strange, that after eigh- 
teen centuries have passed, and 
all these filled with the works of 
divine providence and the Holy 
Spirit, as evidence for the truth 
of the gospel, it should be ne- 
cessary to introduce this subject 
to the serious consideration of 
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the reader : But such is the fact, 
and we must meet it as it is— 
It pleases a holy God thus to 
try the hearts of men. Chris- 
tians, who have spent their 
whole lives, and derived their 
principal comfort from the hope 
of the gospel, are often wound- 
ed by insinuations against the 
erounds of their peace.—In 
such cases, they must recur to 
the evidence on which they first 
believed that Christ was an all- 
sufficient Saviour ; and that his 
words, as spoken by himself and 
by the instrumentality of his 
servants, were indeed the words 
of life. 

The argument which we now 
consider is this: That it is not 
provable or credible, such a 
scheme of truth as is contained 
inthe gospel, should be of hu- 
man invention. Some reasons 
for such an opinion will be now 
oftered. 

The description, which the 
gospel gives of men’s sin, guilt 
and utter inability to deliver 
themselves from deserved pu- 
nishment, could never have 
been of human device. We are 
conscious of the natural feelings 
of the human heart, and we see 
evidence of the same in other 
men. Itis most certain there 
is a natural inclination in men 
{o exculpate and justify them- 
selves 3 end rather than be 
found guilty before God, they 
contend with the doctrine, using 
every possible endeavor to prove 
their tempers, desires and ends 
to beright. When natural con- 
science is alarmed, by whatever 
means it may be, they artfully 
palliate the charge, and claim 
their vices to be no more than 
innocent imperfections. Ihn- 
mechse Humbers are constantly 
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engaged in this kind of self-de- 
fence against the threateningsof 
aholy jaw, and the forebodings 
of their own consciences. If 
natural conscience presses them 
hardly, they resort to their own 
works or some penance imposed 
on themscives as a sufficient ex- 
piation: Or if they see the 
need of principles better than 
those by which they have gov- 
erned themselves, in time past ; 
they fly to their own reason to 
forin these principles, and their 
own strength to live according 
tothem. ‘This is a description 
of facts, which we feel in our- 
selves, and see in others. 

But what saith the gospel on 
these subjects? It teacheth a 
doctrine directly contrary, and 
which is so humbling to human 
nature, that no' man ever would 
receive it without the most suf- 
ficient evidence. Itteaches us 
that we are fallen creatures, 
sinners, by nature destitute of 
moral sincerity, children of 
wrath, unable by any works of 
our own to save ourselves, and 
exposed to eternal punishment. 
It teaches that all attempts for 
expiation by our own works, 
whether of duty or penance, 
have no merit; that in all the 
obedience, which we can ren- 
der, there is no justifying right- 
eousness; and that from the 
dictates of ourown reason, and 
in the strength of our own re- 
solutions, there is no principle 
of eternal life. 

The gospel describes this to 
be our character by nature ; it 
finds and it leaves us guilty and 
impotent, unless we find relief 
from its life-giving and sancti- 
fying power. Certainly, it is 
incredible that men should de- 
vise doctrines so repugnant to 
































































































304 


human feeling ; so undesirable 
totheir fellow men; so hum- 
bling to their own character and 
wishes ; and so full of terror to 
themselves, to their friends and 
to all around them whoare dis- 
obedient to the faith. There 
must have been arevelation from 
God for these doctrines, with 
incontestible evidence at the 
lime it was given, together with 
a continuation of corresponding 
evidence, or they would, long 
since, have been exploded from 
the belief of mankind. 

After the gospel hath describ- 
ed all men to be in this state, 
destroyed thro’ an original apos- 
tacy, sinful, guilty and spiritual- 
ly impotent ; it reveals a reme- 
dy and salvation from so awful a 
state. 

Our next inquiry ought to be, 
is this method of salvation such, 
as our own reason and the de- 
sires of the human heart would 
have proposed ? And first, cer- 
tainly itis not such as human 
reason could have suggested. 
Iiuman reason hath proposed 
many expedients for this pur- 
pose ; the greatest men have 
exerted all their strength of in- 
telligence, on a subject of such 
universal concern, as our de- 
liverance from eternal death : 
But none have proposed any 
thing similar tothe salvation of 
the gospel. The reason of 
creatures never would have 
suggested the incarnation, life, 
obedience, death and sufferings, 
of the Son of God, to make an 
atonement for sin : Or if reason 
could have invented this me- 
thod of grace, neither man or 
angel would have presumed to 
make the proposal: Or if they 
had both invented and proposed 

it, they could have given no as- 
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surance that it would be ape 
proved by a holy God. The 
powers of human reason must, 
therefore, be put aside, from the 
investigation of so great a point. 

Neither doth it appear that 
the disposition of men is more 
ready to receive, than their rea- 
son was able to discover this 
great salvation. While all men 
are willing to escape misery, 
they choose to do it in their 
own way, through the agency of 
their own wisdom and endea- 
vors, so that the glory, merit 
and praise may be wholly their 
own. They have no desire to 
be dependent on another ; nor 
to acknowledge the justice of 
their condemnation, before there 
be any possivility of escane ; 
nor torenounce all righteous- 
ness of their own, that they may 
be justified by an act of free 
grace, through the righteousness 
of another, even of him, against 
whose character, government 
and laws they are in astate of 


rebellion. So far is this from 
the inclination of sinful men, 


that it appears to them like a 
double condemnation, first, to 
be slain and left in a state of 
death by the law, and then to 
come, self-ruined humble _peni- 
tents, and receive eternal life as 
the gift of sovereign grace, at 
the hand of him against whom 
they have rebelled. 

The salvation offered by the 
gospel, is in itself contrary to 
the first inclinations of met, 
therefore, it must come from 
God himself. Men will never 
devise the means of obtaining 
what they do not wish to pos- 
SESS. ee 

That happiness is an object o 
general desire we readily allow, 
and in this all are agreed ; sully 
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all men will choose a kind of 
happiness, which is agreeable to 
their reigning dispositions. We 
never see a proud man desiring 
the happiness of humility ; nor 
a wordly man, the happiness of 
being weaned from his estates ; 
nox an ambitious man, the hap- 
pintss of being in an humble, 
obscure condition. We never 
see an ungodly sinner desiring 
the happiness of reading the 
scriptures, of prayer, and the 
dutics of piety ; and to suppose 
this would be determining a- 
gainst facts. The salvation of- 
fered in the gospel is contrary 
tothe hearts of sinners. It is, 
in the first instance, a salvation 
from sin, the very sin which men 
love, their most endeared, be- 
setting sin; and the salvation 
from misery is only consequen- 
tial ona change from sin to ho- 
liness, and a_ relinquishment 
of all beloved vices. ‘Iherefore, 
we must conclude the gospel is 
a glorious scheme of divine 
counsel, wisdom and grace. 

The consummation of hap- 
piness and glory, which we 
find described in the gospel, is 
not after man. From its begin- 
ning to its end, this wonderful 
scheme of grace bearsa divine 
signature. It hath not one 
mark of human invention, 
while it is filled with evidence of 
infinite wisdom and_ holiness. 
Heaven is the reward of a pious 
life promised in the gospel. By 
heaven is, most genérally, meant 
a state of perfect happiness. 
But what kind of heaven would 
sinful men choose, if they were 
left undirected and uninfluenced 
by the gospel of Christ? It 
would be a state of sensual 
delights, or profits like those of 
the world, or the dignity of 

Vor. VIL No. 8. 
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pride, or the indulgence of those 
sinful passions and appetites, 
which prevail in their own 
hearts ; perhaps, of all these 
combined. Of such a heavenly 
State, the gospel of Christ gives 
us no description. Putting aside 
all useless coniecture concern- 
ing curious things, which are 
not necessary for us to know, 
the heavenly life described in 
the gospel of Christ is a state - 
of perfect holiness, having no 
sensual pleasures, no sinful in- 
dulgences, no selfish spirit. All 
the powers, of every blessed 
soul, are devoted to the glory of 
God the Father; of the Son, 
whois our merciful Saviour ; 
of the Spirit, our sanctifier, and 
to all the duties ofa holy and 
eternal communion with those, 
who are redeemed and sanctified 
through the blood of Christ. A 
heavenly state of this kind, is 
not after man, and for those con- 
cise but sufficient descriptions 
of it, which we find in the Chris- 
tian scriptures, men must have 
been indebted to a revelation 
from God. M. 


Explanatory Observations on the 
Second Commandment ; esfte- 
cially on the reasons and mo- 
tives by which its duties are en- 


Jorced. 


O portion of the holy 
scriptures, perhaps, is 

more misunderstood, wrested, 
and disregarded than this of the 
second commandment. The 
duties it enjoins are neverthe- 
less of the highest moment to 
individuals, to families, to the 
Church of God and to the com- 
munity in general. At the same 
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time they are enforced by mo- 
tives both the most awful and 
the most alluring. The expla- 
nation of it, and arepresentation 
ef the reasons and motives by 
which its duties are urged, must 
therefore be generally and high- 
ly useful and important. 

What is desig ued on this sub- 
ject shall be comprised in three 
parts. The firston the duties 
enjoined in this commandment : 
The second on the reasons and 
motives by which these are en- 
the third cen- 
tuining observations naturaily 
offering themselves from a_ re- 
view of the preceding parts. 


PART I. 


On the duties enjoined in this 
ecmmandment. 

The first commandment re- 
spects the object of worship, the 
only living and true God, and 
requires that we love him su- 
premely, and worship him as 
God, and as our God. But the 
second, which is another, and 
entirely distinct from the first, 
respects the manner in which 
we are to worship this glorious 
being. It teacheth us how we 
mustexpressour supreme love to 
hjim,and how we may enjoy him 
2s our portion and happiness. 
‘This commandment is express- 
ed negatively, as are all the oth- 
er, except the fourth and the 
fifth, prohibiting certain sins ; 
but requiring at the seme time 
the opposite duties. “ Thou sbalt 
not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or 





thatis inthe earth beneath, or 


° e , 
that is in the water under the | 


earth. Thou shalt not bow! 
gown thyseif to them, nor: 
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serve them.” In this part of 
the precept all idolatry and sy. 
perstition, all worshipping of 
the true God by images of any 
kind are prohibited. Images and 
pictures of God are an 2boming- 
tion. The making of any im. 
age or similitude of God is ex. 
pressly prohibited, all bowing 
down to it, or serving it. Ja 
this prohibition is included all 
wershipping of God by such 
persons, or meditators as he 
hath not appointed, as Angels, 
the wirgin Mary and departed 
saints. There is but one medi- 
ator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus ; he is the way 
the truth and the life. No man 
can come unto the Father but 
Ly him. It forbiddeth every 
mode, or means of worshipping 
God which he hath not appointed 
or taught in his word : Ail wor- 
ship of man’s devising, such as 
the observation of modes and 
ceremonies, times and seasons, 
concerning which there are no 
directions in the divine eracles. 
Hence, saith our Lord, But in 
vain dothey worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the command- 
ments of men*. ‘The apostle 
declares unto the Galatians his 
fears concerning them, while 
they observed days and months, 
and times and years. The du- 
ty therefore required in this pro- 
hibitory part of the command- 
ment is a studious and prayertul 
attention to the will of God, re- 
lative to that mode of worship 
taught in the scriptures, and a 
conscientious avoiding of all 
kinds of idolatry and superstl- 
tion, or all uninstituted and hu- 
manly devised modes of wor- 
ship. 

* Matthew xv. 9. 

] fsa, iv. 10, lly 
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Further, the command re- 
quires that we worship God in 
all his institutions precisely in 
that manner which he hath en- 
jwined. We may neither add 
nor diminish any thing. If we 
lift «tool upon God’s altar we 
pollute tt. Hence itis written, 
If thou wilt make an altar of 
stone, thou shalt not build it of 
hewn stone : for if thou lift ap} 
thy toot upon it, thou hast pollu- 
ted it*. Moses was comman- 
ced to make every thine in the 
tabernacle according to the pat- 
tern shewed in the mount— 
What God hath shewed us in’ 
his word is our only rule and 
pattern. Every thing respecting | 
lis worship and service is to be 
rerulated in the most exact con- 
formity tothis. Nothing is to be 
added, nor any thing to be omit- 
ted. This command implies 
that all men should worship 
God. The very appointment 
of the mode of worship, and all 
commands relative to it, imply 
that God is to be worshipped, 
and our obligations to pay su- 
preme homage to him. His un- 
created, infinite glory and per- 
fection challenge the worship of 
ail his rational creatures. ‘The 
scriptures abundantly enjoin it. 
This is their language, O come, 
let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord our 
Makert. Give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name, 
worship the Lord in the beau- 
ty of holiness$. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God ; and 
him only shalt thou servel]— 
Kings of the earth, rulers and 
all people, old men and child- 
ren, young men and maidens, 
are commanded to praise him. 

—— 
* Exodus xx. 25. + Psalm xcv. 6. 
2 Psalm xxix.2. ff Mathiv. 16. 
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With respect to the external 
parts and mode of the worship 
required in this commandment, 
they are prayer, reading the 
scriptures, preaching and hearing 
the word, the administration and 
reception of the sacraments, bap- 
lism and the Lord’s supper, fas- 
ting and thanksgiving upon pro- 
per occasions, a public profess- 
ion of Christ and his holy reli- 
gion, and church discipline — 
These are particular parts of in- 
stituted worship. 

Prayer, public, private and se+ 
cret, has been always considered 
by divines as a natural act of 
worship, arising from the very 
being and perfections of God, 
and from our entire dependence 
on him, as his creatures. But 
as itis expressly and abundant- 
ly commanded, in the scrip- 
tures, it becomes a part of in- 
stituted, as well as of natural 
worship. All people are com- 
manded to pour out their souls 
before him. I will, says the apos- 
tle, that men pray every where™*. 
Praying always with all prayer 
and supplicationt. Public, so- 
cial worship is divinely institu- 
ted. God commanded his an- 
cient people to go up from all 
their tribes to worship in his 
temple, and good people resolv- 
edthat their feet should stand 
within the gates of Jerusalem, 
whither the tribes went up tothe 
testimony of Isracl,togivethanks 
unto the name of the Lord.— 
‘Fhey were glad when it was 
said unto them, Iet us go into 
the house of the Lord. The 
same is enjoined in the New 
Testament. Churchesare insti- 
tuted, and pastors appointed to 

sities 
* ] Tim. ii. 8. + phes. vi. 12 
t Psalin cxxil. 1, 2, 4 
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pray and preach the word, and 
commanded to be instant in sea- 
son and out of season, in the dis- 
charge of these duties, which 
shows it to be the duty of the 
people to be also instant in sea- 
son and out of season, to pray, 
hear the wordandto wait on God 
in all the public institutions of 
hishouse. This perfectly cor- 
responds with the apostolic in- 
junction, That Christians should 
not forsake the assembling of 
themselves together, as the man- 
ner of some is*. 

Private, or family prayer is 
alsotaught. It is doubtless an 
act of natural worship, as it res- 
pects families, no less than in- 
dividuals. ‘The divine perfec- 
tions equally challenge it, as do 
also the dependence of men on 
God, and their relation to him 
as his creatures. Itis enjoined 
doubiless in the command, Pray- 
ing always with ail prayer and 
supplication. It is taught by 
example. David, it is record- 
ed, returned to bless his house ; 
that is to pray to, and praise 
God with his famiiy. Daniel 
and Cornelius prayed in their 
houses. Our blessed Saviour 
prayed with his distiples, who 
were his family. Is not he our 
example ? are we not com- 
manded to follow him ? 

' Secret prayer is also enjoin- 
ed. But thou when thou pray- 
est, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly.t This is not only com- 
manded, but encouraged by a 
most precious and invaluable 


‘promise of an open and endless 


ne 
* Heb. x.25.3 tf Matth. vi 6. 
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reward. It is enforced by the 
love and example of our Lord. 
Ejaculatory, or mental prayer, 
the offering up of short and ar- 
dent desires and thanksgivings 
to the throne of grace, is another 
part of divine worship enjoined 
under the general precept of 
praying with all prayer and sup- 
plication, and is taught by in- 
stances almost innumerable in 
the scriptures. How many are 
the short petitions recorded in 
them, offered by good men to 
the Most High ? These may be 
offered to him in the field, in 
the house,on the road ; and in 
company according to our wants, 
dangers, fears, or joys. Prayer 
isthe breath of the true Chris- 
tian, by which he sets God al- 
ways before his eves, and main- 
tains a life of constant commu- 
nion with him. Itis not the 
burden of the saints, but their 
delight and joy. They deter- 
mine to pray always. This was 
the language of the psalmist. 
My voice shalt thou hear in 
the morning, O Lord, in the 
morning will I direct my prayer 
unto thee and look up.* sven- 
ing and morning, and at noon 
will I pray, and cry aloud: and 
he shall hear my voice.t This 
was the determination and prac- 
tice of an Old Testament saint : 
How much more should it be 
the resolution and practice of 
every Christian ? 
Reading the scriptures, preach- 
ing and hearing the word with 
constancy and seriousness, are 
also important parts of instituted 
worship. These are principal 
cans of the instruction, com- 
fort and salvation of men. Uncer 
the Mesuic dispensation, Moses 
tiie 


+ Psaim lv. 17. 
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was read in the synagogucs | 
every sabbath day.* The eyes 
of the Psalmist prevented the 

night watches that he might 
meditate in the word.¢ Christ 
commands, Search the scrip- 
tures :} and the apostle enjoins, 
Let the word of Christ dwell in 
yourichly in all wisdom.|| It is 
given as the character of all 
good men, whom the Lord hath 
blessed, and will forever bless : 
That their delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and that in his law 
do they meditate day and night. 


The Psalmist exclaims, How, 


love I thy law! itis my medi- 
tation all the day! 

The preaching and hearing 
of the word are also divinely in- 
stituted. Jesus said to his dis- 
ciples, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature. The people are also 
commanded to hear the word 
preached ; to hear as. for their 
lives. Deut. xxxil. 46, 47. Set 
your hearts unto all the words 
which I testify among you this 
day ; which you shall command 
your children to observe to do 
all the words of this law: for it 
is not a vain thing for you: be- 
cause it is your life. Our bles- 
sed Lord commands, Take heed 
therefore how ye hear. We 
should wait at the gates of wis- 
dom, and watch‘atthe posts of 
her doors,that we might be bles- 
sed. These God hath appointed 
as important means of our in- 
struction, comfort and salvation. 
Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. 
It hath pleased him by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save 


ae 
* Acts xv. 21. 
+ Psalm cxix. 148. 
\j Col. iii, 16. 


t John v. 59. 


them that believe*. He hath 
given pastors and teachers, and 
the various institutions in his 
Church, “for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ ; Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.t How 
incalculably important, in this 
view, are these institutions ? 
Singing the praises of God is 
another part of instituted wor- 
ship. It is written, Praise ye 
the Lord, sing unto the Lord a 
new song, and his praise in the 
congregation of saints. Speak- 
ing to one another in Psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord]. The 
administration and reception of 
the sacraments of baptism and 
the Lord’s supper are also di- 
vine institutions. Jesus gave it 
in commandment, to his disci- 
ples to baptize all his followers. 
Go ye therefore and teacli all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
The apostles agreeably to the 
commission which they had re- 
ceived preached, in this manner 
unto the people, Repert, and be 
baptized every one of you ja the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins. Then they 
that gladly received the word 
were baptized.§ 5 

Asanother important part of 
worship our blessed Saviour in- 
stituted the sacrament of iis 


——— 


* 1, Corinth. i, 31 


Fphes. iv. 11. 12, 14 


t Psalm xix. 1. o 
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Acts id. 38, é i. 
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holy supper. !. Cor. xi. 23, 24, 
25,26. Forl have received of 
the Lord that which also I de- 
livered unto you: That the Lord 
Jesus, the same night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when: he had given thanks he 
brake it and said, Take, eat, this 
is my body whichis broken for 
you: this do in remembrance 
ofme. After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he 
had supped, saying, This cup is 
the New-Testamentin my blood: 
This do ye, as oftas ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till he come. 

A profession of godliness and 
covenaniing with God is a part 
of instituted worship, it is im- 
piidin the very institution of 
the sacraments, as we cannot 
consistently attend them without 
it. ‘Lhe institution of a sacra- 
ment Implics our obligations to 
honor God in it, and to do what- 
ever is necessary to our partici- 
pation in it in a right manner. 
Besides we are required to ac- 
knowledge Cod to be our God 
and father, 3 in Christ, and to wor- 
ship him as such. God taught 
his ancient people Israci to cove- 

aut with him, and to hind them- 
selves by an cuth to serve him. 
Deut. vi. 15. Vhou shalt fear 
the Lord thy God end serve 
him, and shalt swear by his 
name. esis moreover heath 
declared unto us, That if we 
are ashamed of him and of his 
words he will be ashamed of us 
when he shall come in his‘own 


glory, and ” his Fathers and of 

the ay angels.* Put thar Wheo- 

socver s! sail confess him bi fore 
<tahen 


Second Commandment. [Ter, 
men, him he will confess also 
before his Father who is in hee- 
ven”. 

Religious fasting and thanks- 
giving belong also to instituted 
worship. It is written, Blow ye 
the trumpet in Sion, sanctify a 
fast, call a solemn assembly, 
But the days will come when the 
bridegroom shall be taken away, 
then shall they fast in those 
cays. 

With re spect to thanksgiving, 
it is commanded, Let us come 
before his presence with thanks- 
viving. Christians are com- 
manded to give thanks for all 
things, and to abound in thanks- 
giving, 

The discipline of Christ’s house, 
keeping the coors of it with 
cation, making a difference be- 
tween the holy vane prophane, 
the clean and the 
less belongs to the purity of 
‘God's worship. His ordinances 
cannot be kept pure end entire 
wher such as are profane and 
wicked are admitted to them, or 

tained in the house of God. 
It is the express command of 
our divine Lord, If thy brother 
treSpass against thee, go und 
tell him his fault between him 
and thee alone; and if he will 
not hear thee, then take wiia 
thee one or two move, and if he 
neglect to hear’ them, tell ito 
the church: but if he neglect 
io hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen maw 
and a publican. 

In a word, itis humbly Concei- 
ved that the dedication of chii- 

lren to God, and the education 
of them in the knowledge of the 
doctiines and ordinances of the 
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cospel,and a strict and conscien- 
attendance on the divine 
are iniportant parts 
of the duty required in this 
‘commandment. The curse de- 
nounced on them who violate 
this commandment, and bles- 
sings promi sed to them who 
keep it, have respect to ¢ hildren, 
or posterity 5 it is conccived that 
they must therefore have a a par 
icular respect to their education 
and chavacter. ‘Vhere is noth- 
inc, perhaps, in the whole book 
of God so powerfully calculated 
to alarm, and allure parents to 
the duty of training up children 
in the way in which they should 
go, as Is contained in the con- 
cludiag part of this command- 
meni. It iscalculated above al! 
ather passages of scripture, to 
enforce those precepts, Deut. 
vi. 6.7. And these words which 
Icommand thee this day shall 
be in thine heart, and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by. the 
way, and when thou licst down, 
and when spon risest up. And 
l’'phesians vi. 4. And ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to 
wrath, but train them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Nothing is so calculated 
to maintain and petpe ‘tuate the 
pure worsktp of God in his 
house, and to prevent the entire 
neglect or total corruption of it. 
To promote the one and Aas 
the other is the grand design 

it. For he established a testi- 
mony in Jacob, and appointed a 
law in Israel, he com- 
manded our fathers, that they 
should make them known to 
thetr children. That the gene- 
ration te come might 
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them, even the children which 
should be born: who should 
arise and declare them to their 
children: that they might set 
their hope in God, and not forget 
the works of God; but keep 
his commandments : And might 
not be as their fathers, a stub- 
born and rebellious eeneration : 
a generation that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit 
was not steadfast with God*, 
These are the ordinances and 
duties required in tiis com- 
mandment, and which are to be 
i pure and entire, from ail 
idolatry and superstition, as God 
has appointed them, without 
addition or diminution. The 
keeping of this commandment 
and the institutions which it re- 
quires, implies our receiving 
them with’ cordial approbation, 
acknowledging the authority, 
wisdom and goodness of God in 
them, as most happily adapted, 
to our instruction, edification and 
salvation, and the advancemeni 
of his own glory : That we 
bless him for them, submit en- 
tirely to them, and constantly 
attend them. It implies that 
we attend them in a _ spiritual 
manner, giv ing him our hearts, 
and devoting ourselves entirely 
tohim, in his holy institutions, 
Our blessed Lord hath give en us 
this instruction concerning his 
worship ; That God is a spirit, 
and they that worship him must 
worship him in spuit and in 
truth : anc that the Father seek- 
eth such to worship him.j May 
we ailthus worship him. Bles- 
sed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have a 


— 


*Psam }s xvi 5, 6, 7 8°, 
+ John 1 Vv. 23, 24. 
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richt to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into 
the city. 4 

(To be continued.] 


The Religious Remembrancer, 
extracted chiefly from the wri- 
tings of uncient, eminent di- 
vines. 


(Concluded from p. 261) 
No. X. 


EMEMBER that itis the 

X& great concern, and chief 
business of this life, to answer 
the end for which we were cre- 
ated, to prepare for death and 
judgment, which are both sure 
und near, and for that awful un- 
changeable state that will follow ; 
and that it is our duty and in- 
terest to live as those that be- 
lieve and expect those great 
events. 

Sirs, consider again and again, 
as dying creatures, whether any 
cescrve your love and obedicnce 
more than God, and your thank- 
ful remembrance more than 
Christ, and your care and diii- 
gence more than your own sal- 
vation. Is any happiness more 
desirable than heaven? or any 
misery more terrible than hell ? 
Willa few days fo fleshly pleas- 
ures, or sinful indulgences pay 
the loss of your souls? or will 
prosperous wickedness be sweet 
at death and judgment? Can 
that man expect to escape from 
hell who walks in the paths that 
lead to it ? or hope for heaven at 
his end, who neglects the means 
to attainit? As ever thou arta 
man, and as ever thou bellevest 





there is a God,and& future world, 
and as thou carest for thy soul, 
whether it be saved or damned, I 
beseech theethinkon thesethings, 
at least once aday, in the most 
soberand serious manner. Make 
not a jest of salvation or damna- 
tion ; think what a poor happi- 
ness that is, that consists in 
forgetfulness or ignorance of 
approaching misery ; act like a 
reasonable creature ; be not de- 
ceived, orcarried away with false 
appearances, but open your eyes 
or rather beg of God to open 
your eyes, to see things in their 
true light. Consider what this 
world can do for you, when God 
requires your soul, and seck that 
happiness, now, which will yield 
content and happiness, when no- 
thing else in the universe can do 
it. Oh, be wise in time! If 
these serious truths have awake- 
ned your minds to discern the 
danger of your state, the folly of 
sin, the importance of the soul, 
and the value of a Redeemer ; 
the next inquiry will surely be, 
what must I do to be saved? 
and God forbid that any mortal 
spirit dwelling in flesh, should 
be indifferent to his own salva- 
tion ! Since a sincere conversion 
to God, as the meansof salvation 
is the one thing needful, with- 
out this your being is in vain. 


Those who live not to God, in - 


dutiful subjection and obedience, 
frustrate the end of their crea- 
tion, and pervert the uses ofall 
their powers and faculties ; they 
not only live to no good purpose 
but to bad purpose, as they are 
continually dishonoring the God 
that made them, and yielding 
themselves the servants of sin. 
It is true, the ever blessed God 
will honor himself by all his 
works ; and those that deny him 
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their love and,obedience, he will 
make the jinstruments of his 
praise, by the exéftion of his glo- 
rious justice and power in their 
destruction; but this will be a 
miserable end of creation to all 
the guilty subjects of it. 

Your reiigion is also in vain, 
without an effectual renovation 
of heart and life; without this, 
you can neither please God, nor 
profit yourself. Geod’s work 
must be done according to God’s 
mind, or else he will not accept 
orreward it; and this cannot 
be without a spiritual and holy 
disposition of heart. Many are 
apt tothink that God is obliged 
tothem for their atiendance on 
his worship and service, and their 
compliance with some external 
rules of moral goodness ; where- 
as theit minds being unsanc- 
tiled, and their persons not re- 
conciied to God by faith in Jesus 
Christ, all that they do in reli- 
gion is loathsome and unaccep- 
table to him. It is a great mis- 
ery to lose the advantage of our 
common labors, to work and 
toil in vain ; but to lose the end 
of our religion, isa soul undo- 
ing and eternal Joss. Your hopes 
of salvation are in vain, while 
you remain in an unrenewed 
state. They are most injurious 
to God, and most pernicious to 
yourself: to hope to be saved, 
while you are a stranger to a 
sincere conversion to God, is 
to hope that Ged will prove a li- 
ar; for he positively says that it 
cannot, shall not be. 

The adorable mercy of God 
is infinite and unmeasurable, 
and can never be sufficiently 
praised and admired ; but those 


that hope to enjoy the benefit of 


it, must receive it in the way 
which his own wisdom and gocd- 
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ness have appointed ; for his ho- 
liness, justice, and truth, are al- 
so infinite ; and we must not 
expect that he will exercise one 
perfection to the injury ond dis- 
honor of all the rest, for the sake 
of such worthless beings as we. 
These unwarranted hopes are 
likewise pernicious to yourself, 
because they prevent your seck- 
ing fora better foundation for 
them ; he that thinks himself 
to be in the way to heaven al- 
ready, will never change his 
path to walk in a different road. 
Lastly, All that Jesus Christ has 
done and suffered is in vain, as 
to you, while you continue in’a 
state of alienation and estranre- 
ment from God. Christ never 
died to save unbelieving, impen- 
itent, and ungodly sinners cén- 
tinuing such ; all those that re- 
ceive any benefit from his mer- 
itorious death and elorious res- 
urrection and intercession, are 
raised to newness of life, and sa- 
ved from the dominion of their 
sins. The design of Christ’s 
redemp‘ion, with respect to the 
sins of mankind, was not only to 
procure their release from the 
divine condemnation, but to re- 
store them to the love and im- 
age of God, that they might be 
fitted for his favor and enjoy- 
ment; so that while you re- 
main under the power and influ- 
ence of evil passions and vicious 
habits, it is evident that Christ’s 
redemption has not reached you, 
that you are not in a state of sal- 
vation before God, but are ex- 
posed to all the miseries which 
aholy and righteous God has 
threatened to the transgressions 
of men. If you ask, what must 
we do to be saved ? I answer, be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved. Sul 
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mit your understandings to him 
as your heavenly teacher; sub- 
ject your wills to him, as your 
Lord and ruler; trust your 
souls in his hands, as your only 
saviour and redeemer, for for- 
giveness and acceptance with 
God. More particularly, 

Ist. Employ your reason on 
the great subjects of religion, in 
reured, sober considerations. — 
The blessed God carries not 
men to heaven as logs and 
stones, without any sense or mo- 
tion of their own ; butas he has 
given them reasoning faculties, 
expects that they should use 
them under the assistances of 
his spirit and grace, in those 
great concerns for which they 
are bestowed upon them. Se- 
riously consider therefore, that 
you are a creature made by 
God, and for God, on purpose 
to love, serve, and enjoy him, in 
Jove and felicity for ever ; and 
that you have powers and facul- 
‘tics suited thereunto, though 
they are at present corrupted. 
That as nothing can be that 
good to you, or do that good for 
you, Which God can and will if 
vou sincerely obey. him ; so 
there is nothing fit to be prefer- 
red before himy or compared with 
him, in your love and obedience. 
That as Cod has promised in- 
expressible happiness, to the 
obeccicnt and believing, and 
threatened unknown miseries, 
to the disobedient, and unbeliev- 
ing; he is so just and good, 
that he cannot, and so all suffi- 
cient, that he need not deceive 
and delude his creatures; but 
will certainly act toward them 
agreeably to the declarations of 
hisown word. That the bare 
probability, if no more could be 
@btained, of escaping eternal 
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misery, and securing eternal 
happiness, is a sufficient reason 
for engaging ®ur most. serious 


Lattention, care, and diligence for 


obtaining the one, and | avoiding 

the other ; by all appointe d 

methods. That that method 

must certainly be the wisest and 

best, which God himself has es- 
tablished for bestowing his own 

grice and favor to his failen 

creatures; and, therefore, as 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as the great redeemer and sav- 
iour of simmers, is certainly this 
appointed method, nune who re- 
fuse or neglect him, wien made 
known unto them, can have any 
claim to the mercy and forgive- 
ness ef God. If ever you 
would be saved, let no company, 
business, or diversion hinder you 
from such frequent, serious con- 
siderations about your own eter- 
nal salvation, 


2d. Endeavor to get sucha 
thorough knowledge, and lively 
afiecting sense of your sins, and 
dangerous state as may cause 
you never to rest satisfied until 
you have the pardon of thent 
confirmed, by the promises of 
God in Jesus Christ ; and the 
prevalence of them subdued, by 
the influence of his all-sufficient 
grace and spirit. Men must 
have the pride of their hearts 
humbled, and the stupidity of 
their minds awakened, by a 
sense of their danger ; and dis- 
cern themselves to be wretched 
and miserable and poor and 
blind and naked, before they can 
apply themselves to Christ, in 
an acceptable manner, for an in- 
terest in his glorious © salvation. 


3d. Diligently and seriously 
read and study the sacred scrip- 
tures. Therein sin, in all its evil 





3807 | 


nature and consequences ; duty, 
in gil its extent, and advantages ; 
God, in all the amixbleness and 
OOCNESS of hismercy and grace; 
the saviour, in all his fullness 
und suiiableness of his blessings; 
the Hoiy Spirit of God, with all 
his assistances, are Clearly set 
before you. ‘here is an heaven- 
iy light, power, and majesty, in 
the word of God, which can 
penetrate into the most obdurate 
mind, illuminate the darkest un- 
cerstanding, comfort the most 
desponding heat, and, by the 
influence of God’s blessing, con- 
yertthe worst of sinners, into 
the wisest and best of men. Es- 
pecially study those parts which 
are most plain and obvious, and 
best adapted to your own case ; 
and cften ask yourself, under- 
standest thou what thou read- 
ge ? 


th. Earnestly implore, by 


wale continued prayer, the 


divine merey and assistance. 
Go and tell a gracious God how 
helpless, guilty, and miserable 
youare ; plead his mercies and 
promises in Christ Jesus ; and 
intreat him to relieve you, or 
you perish. Besides, our pray- 
ers against sin will be powerful 
chgarements on ourselves, to 
excite us to watchfulness and 
care. Ingenuousness will make 
us ashamed wilfully to relapse 
into those faults which we have 

lately rejected before God, and 
which we have begged his assist- 
ance against. 

Sth. Be faithful to conscience, 
in shunning those sins, and at- 
tending to those duties, which 
that dictates to be avoided or 
donc. There can be no treaty 
of peace between heaven and us, 
until we are sincerely willing to 
lay down the weapons of our 
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rebellion ; for God will never 
be reconciled to our sins, if he 
is to our persons ; nor can we 
expect to have the distempers 
of our minds cured, while we 
are daily feeding on poison : 
every wiiful sin gives a mortal 
wound to the soul; ; and sets it 
ata greater distance from God 
and goodness ; and we can never 
hope to have our hearts purified 
from corrupt affections, unless 
we cleanse our hands from vi- 
cious actions. 

6th. As much as _ possible, 
avoid evilcompany. We have 
enough to do to struggle with 
our own sinful dispositions and 
propensities, and need not the 
continual solicitation and exam- 
ples of others to evil, to make 
our difficulties greater. Where 
God in his providence hath ex- 
posed us to these unavoidable 
inconveniencies, we may hope 
for special assistance from him ; 
but if we run ourselves into un- 
necessary dangers and tempta- 
tions, we must expect to reap 
the fruits of our own folly and 
presumption. It was one of the 
first counsels of the Apostle 
Peter to the new converts to 
Christianity, to save themselves 
from that untoward generation. 
And certainly the advice is as 
needful now as then, when a 
gencral contempt of God, and 
religion, so much aboundsamong 
mankind. Let this sentence 
therefore be deeply engraven 
upon your hearts, “ he that 
walketh with wise men shall be 
wise ; but a companion of fools 
shall be destroyed.” 

7th. Sit down and seriously 
consider, what all that happiness 
1S) which sin and the world can 
afford you in the profits, honors, 
and pleasures of it on the one 
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hand; and think what it is, 
which the blessed God can and 
will be to you, and do for you, 
if you sincerely serve and please 
bim,:on the other: and when 
you are resolved past all waver- 
ing and delays, that God, heaven 
and holiness, are better for you 
than the world, sensual pleasure 
and sin; yield yourself entirely 
and unreservedly to God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as 
your father and felicity, your 
saviour and vour saactifier. No- 
thing more is expected of you, 
in order to be interested in the 
blessings of the gospel, than to 
consent to these reasonable 
terms,to continue that consent, 
and to perform what you con- 
sent unto; and this by the 
help of those Civine assistances, 
which will be afforded unto you. 
Do this presently, resolutely, 
and sincerely, and heaven and 
scivation are ail your own. This 
is the essence of true conversion 
to God. 
8ih. Lastiy, Ict the sincerity 
*' your hearts be manifested by 
a Vigorous aspiration after uni- 
wth holiness, and goodness. 
As you have chosen another 
raster, and another happiness, 
turn the face of your conver- 
sation and pursuits another way. 
Shew the sincerity of your love 


to God, in the inclination of 


your souls towards him; in your 
concern to please, and unwil- 
lineness to offend him. Endea- 
vor to keep a conscience void 
of offence towards God and 
men. Study to honor and glo- 
rify — and do good to others, 
in a diligent attention to the 
dutics Of "~ staiton and rela- 
tions of life in which provi- 


dence has placed you 3; for 


are the only 


bet od ar 
filiczudan acllons 


evidence of Christian — faith, 
Cheerfully use this world with- 
out abusing it ; and scek heaven 
and its happiness more fervent- 
ly and diligently than you have 
sought the world and its plea- 
sures ; and believe it, you will 
find those assistances you never 
yet experienced, and that happi- 
ness and felicity in religion, you 
never yet conceived or enjoyed. 
In keeping thy commands, O 
God, there ts a great reward. 


An attempitto show briefly in what 
way the sabbath ought to be ob- 
served, andin what way it is 
frofaned, 


S the sabbath is the Lord’s 
day, it should undoubtedly 
be spent in his service. ~All se- 
cular business not indispensibly 
necessary to be performed should 
be suspended, and the day ap- 
propriated to the immediate wor- 
ship of God. It may be observ- 
ed, and ought never to be for- 
gotten, that the sabbath is one 
seventh part of time, and con- 
sequently, as long as other days. 
It contains twenty-four hours, 
and the first and the last are as 
much hely time, as any part of 
the day. Many etnias who re- 
gard the sabbath as a divine in- 
stitution, and who acknowledge 
that twenty-four hours pertain to 
it, ure dis posed to think that the 
first are not so holy as some 
others, and that it is lawful to 
do m: any things in those hours, 
the perfor mance of which would 
be manifestly unlawful in any 
other part of the day. Many 
abridge the sabbath of Saturday 
evening, and appi Ds: sree it to 
their worldly purposes. but if 
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Saturday evening be a part of 
the sabbath, as is generally be- 
lieved in this part of the Chris- 
tian church, who has authority 
to say, that it is not equally holy 
as the following day,and who can 
without the greatest presump- 
tion, say, this time belongs to 
me and not tothe Lord? It is 
undoubtedly a crime of no tri- 
fling importance, though very 
frequently committed at the pre- 
sent day, by some who believe 
Saturday evening to be part of 
the sabbath. 

The strict observance of the 
latter part of the sabbath, as well 
as the former part, is, by many, 
considered of trifling importance, 
and deemed a hardship too great 
to be borne. They are disposed 
to divert their minds from the 
proper employment of the day, 
and to enquire among them- 
selves with great uneasiness, 
“when will the new mcon be 
gone, that we may sell corn, and 
the sabbath that we may set forth 
wheat :” 

The Lord’s day is profaned by 
unnecessary travelling. It is a- 
mong the number of the aggra- 
vated sins of our land, that the 
Most High God receives no 
more reverence on the sabbath. 
Multitudes of people in our 
country do not hesitate to travel 
on the Lord’s day, if they are 
sutisfied they shall evade the 
punishment of law. By their 
conduct, they evince, that they 
are more afraid of human, than 
divine laws, and of civil magis- 
trates than the supreme Mecis- 
trate of the universe. It is high- 
ly important to the welfare oi! 
society, that the laws relative to 
the sabbath should be enforced. 

2. It is the duty of all who 
have opportunity, to attend pub- 
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lic worship. No person has any 
excuse for neglecting this duty, 
if he be in health and in a situa- 
tion to attend upon the adminis- 
tration of the werd. None have. 
aright to say, they can spend 
the sabbath as profitably athome, 
when God hath expressly com- 
manded them to “ forsake not 
the assembling of themselves 
together.” The excuse which 
many make, as justifying their 
conduct in neglecting to attend 
public worship, that the doc- 
trines preached are not agreea- 
ble to their feelings, although 
it may be considered sufficient 
in the opinion of some men, 


will avail nothing with the 
searcher of hearts. For men to’ 
absent themselves from the 


house of God, because some of: 
the distinguishing coctrines of 
the gospel aie preached, is not 
merely a profanation of the sab- 
bath, but it is a virtual rejection 
ofa part of the sacred volume, 
and it is casting contempt upon 
itsauther. Although men may 
be dissatisfied with the coctrines 
inculcated in the desk, although 
they may be displeased with the 
speaker, either with his talents 
or with his delivery, still if he 
utter nothing contrary to the 
gospel, those who have an op- 
portunity to attend upon his 
preaching cunnot be excused for 
not attending. ‘To attend pub- 
lic worship is not merely a duty, 
but, by the good man, is consid- 
ered a reasonable service anda 
high privilege. He is always 
vlad when they say unto him, 
* Let us gointo the house of 

he Lord.” He rejcices in hay- 
ing an opportunity to assembie 
with God’s people “ where pray- 
er is wont to Le made,” to sing 


to his praise, to unite in calling 
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upon his name, and to receive 
instruction from his word. 

When an opportunity for at- 
fending the worship of the sanc- 
tuary is denied, the sabbath day 
ought doubtless to be spent ia 
private devotion, in the perusal 
of good books, in meditation 
and prayer. It is profaned by 
indulging in those amusements 
which necessarily banish serious 

thouglits from the mind, and 
which are incompatible witha 
yeligious observance of the 
Lord’s day. 

3dly. People ought not mere- 
ly to attend mecting, but they 
ought to be solemn, devout, seri- 
ous, and attentive to the word 
spoken, while in the house of 
God. If they be inattentive and 
trifling, while at public worship, 
they profane the sabbath. It is 
afact, that there 1s much im- 
proper conduct in many wor- 
shipping assemblies almost every 
sabbath. Many persons frequent 
the house of God from no better 
motive, than to make distur- 
bance. While his worshippers 
assemble to celebrate his praises, 
and to pray for the advancement 
of his kingdom. Should it be 
asked who are the persons that 
conduct improperly in the house 
of God, and disturb the worship 
of the sanctuary, I answer it is 
some who consider themselves 
respectable, who boast, that they 
* have never been bound in the 
galling chains of superstition, 
nor worn the burdensome yoke 
of priestcraft.” 

As these persons hold so ele- 
vated a station, that moral argu- 
ments cannot reach them, I will 
set aside, for once, the criminal- 
ity of their conduct in the house 
of God, and aticuupt to address 
them upon the principles of 
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politeness and good breeding, 
with which they profess to be 
well acquainted, and by which 
they say their conduct is re 
lated. 

In the first place, to whisper, 
laugh, or in any way to trifle 
while the minister is preaching 
is treating him impolitely. If a 
company of gentlemen were as- 
sembled, and one of them should 
attempt to communicate some 
instruction which concerned each 
individual present, and should 
address himself to the whcle 
company, it would, I believe, be 
considered a great breach of 
politeness, if any of them should 
begin to whisper and laugh, or 
should even fall asleep while he 
was speaking. By menof res- 
pectability and truc politencss, 
they would be considered and 
treated, as ill bred and unworthy 
to be admitted into good so- 
ciety. Indeed those very per- 
sons who disturb the worship 
of the sanctuary would consider 
themselves treated with great 
indignity, should they be dis- 
turbed in a similar way, while 
speaking to a company. Yet 
they are so destitute of any 
sense cither of propriety or 
shame, that they take satisfac- 
tion in insulting a preacher of 
righteousness. ‘That man who- 
ever he be, who trifles in the 
time of worship, and thus abuses 
the speaker, is destitute of that 
politeness (to which savages 
themselves may, with justice, 
jay claim. ‘To tiie honor of un- 
civilized man, be it spoken, that, 
in many things, he conducts 
more according to the rules of 
politeness, than many who call 
themselves not merely civilized, 
but highly refined. When the 
savage orator has placed him 
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sclf in an oratorial attitude, his 
auditory, in perfect silence and 
great solicitude, wait for his 
communications. Not a smile 
is seen, not a noise heard, while 
the orator Is declaiming. Every 
hearer is fixed in prefound at- 
tention. This is that genuine 
politeness which nature teaches. 
Itis that politeness with which 
many, in christian couniries, 
who enter the house of God, one 
day in seven,are totally unac- 
guainted. 

Again, those who trifle, du- 
ring the exercises of the sanc- 
tuary, give just cause of offence 
tothe real worshippers of God, 
who have assembled to worship 
himin sincerity and truth. They 
must be disturbed, and their 
minds be diverted from the im- 
portant object of their meeting. 
No man of genuine politeness 
would enter a building dedica- 
ted to religious worship, and 
disturb in any way the wor- 
shippers, provided their religi- 
ous sentiments were the most 
erroneous and absurd. What 
gentleman of politeness, if acci- 
dentally present where a tribe of 
heathen were paying their ado- 
ration, (although in a ridiculous 
manner) to some unknown 
god, or prostrating themselves 
before stocks, and stones, and 
dumb idols, would molest them 
in their devotion? Instead of 
interrupting their exercises, he 
would rather compassionate their 
ignorance, and pray God to en- 
lighten their minds, and teach 
them whom, and dow they one 
to worship. 

I think it evident to every 
person who has any decency, 
and who reflects in the leet 
upon this subject, that making 
any disturbance ia a religious 
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assembly is an impolite and un- 
justifiable species of conduct, as, 
by it, many are necessarily 
injured and abused. I will add, 
that itis highly criminal in the 
sight of God to trifle in the 
house dedicated to his worship 
during the time of worship, anc 
shews that a person does not 
consider that it is “ the house 
of God, and the gate of Hea- 
ven.” Shall that place which 
is consecrated to divine worship, 
that place where God is wont 
to meet and bless his people, be 
profaned ? Shallthe ambassadors 
of Christ, while uttering the 
words of eternal life be insulted ? 
Shall the followers of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, while assem- 
bled to worship him, in his 
earthly courts, be abused and 
trampled upon ? Forbid it, ye 
men of true politeness and good 
moral eharacters ; forbid it ye 
who have the oath of civil ma- 
gistrates upon you ; forbid it 
ye who have named the name 
of Jesus. G. L. 


Example of the efficacy of Prayer. 


J. W. a pious young man, 
was employed in a large man- 
ufactory, the foreman of which 
took every opportunity to make 
him the butt of ridicule to his 
companions, on account of his 
religion, and because he refused 
to join in their drinking partics, 
and Sunday frolics. As they 
lived in the same house, the 
foreman one day heard him at 
prayer and resolved to listen ; 
when, to his great surprise, he 
found himself the subject of 
the young man’s supplications, 
who was spreading his case of 






















































$90 Anecdote....Donations. [Fes 


infidelity and hardness of heart 
before God, and supplicatinge 
earnestly for him, that God 
would vive him repentance unto 
salvation, and create in him a 
new heart, and put aright spir- 
it within him. The foreman 
was deeply penetrated with what 
he heard. He had never enter- 
tained an idea of the power or 
nature of true prayer; he won- 
dered at the eloquence and fer- 
vor with which his own unhap- 
py case had been pleaded before 
God. I never, said he to him- 
self, thus prayed to God for 
myself. Theimpression dwelt 
upon his mind. The next day 
he took John aside; “I wish, ” 
siad he “ John, you would preach 
to me alittle.’ John, who only 
thought his grave face was 
meant to turn the subject into 
ridicule, said, « Mr M. you know 
Iam no preacher ; I don’t pre- 
tend to it.” “ Nay,” said Mr M. 
“TI don’t know how you can 
preach to-day ; but [ heard you 
yesterday make sucha descrip- 
ticn of my state, as convinces 
me you can do it very well ; and 
I shall be much obliged to you 
to repeat it”— Oh,” says John, 
“Itis true, I was at prayer, and 
did, indeed, heartily pray for 
vou.” “ Very well,” said the 
foreman,“ pray doit again; for 
I never heard any thing in my 
life which so deepiy affected me.” 
John did not wait for much 
intreaty: They kneeled down 
together and cried to the God of 





all grace, and found acceptance, 
From that day they were bosom 
{riends; went tothe same place 
of worship, and frequently bowed 
their knees together with praise 
and thanksgiving. 

Their conversation adorned 
their profession ; and the mock- 
er became a confessor of the 
grace which he had so often a- 
bused and turned into ridicule. 

—_ *+- = 
Anecdote. 

THE celebrated Dr. Manton 
was appointed, on a public occa- 
sion, to pre#th before the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of Lon- 
don. His sermon was learned, 
ingenious, and elegant. As he 
was returning home, a plain old 
gentleman pulled him by the 
coat, and desired to speak with 
him. The Doctor stopped, and 
the stranger thus addressed 
him ; “ I was one of your audi- 
“tory to day ; I went to be fed 
“ with the Gospel, as usual; 
*“ but have returnedempty. Dr. 
“ Manton was not Dr. Manton 
“this morning. There was in- 
“deed, much of the Doctor, of 
“ the florid and learned man, in 
“the discourse ; but little or 
“nothing of Jesus Christ; it 
“ was, in short, no sermon to 
“ me,” % Sir,” answered the Doc- 
“ tor, “If I have not preached 
“ to you, you have now preach- 
“ ed a good sermon to me : such 
“ as, I trust I shall never forget, 
“ but be the better for, as long 
“as I live.” 
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